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REVEREND SIR, 


| T oxer officially wrote to you ® on 


a favjea which ſome of your friends fondly | 


conceived, you would heartily eſpouſe, and 


ardently ſolicited you to unite your influ- 


ence with their wiſhes, to put the pure 


Scriptures into the hands of thoſe, who 


having been Papiſts, but now caſt off that 
idolatrous worſhip, are without any re- 
ligion, or any probable means of obtaining 
the true knowledge of God; and your 
ungentlemanlike contempt of that addreſs 
forbids me to write to you again, did not 


the welfare of my country, and the 10) jured 


* As ſome hora ſuggeſted that the letter here referred 
to was too inſolent to merit an anſwer, it becomes neceſ- 
ſary to ſubmit it to the judgment of the public, and 
therefore it is introduced at the end in this ſecond edi- 


* 


tion; which, with other additions, notes, and remarks, 


obliges the 3 to raiſe the price. 
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rights of the poor in ſpecial (whoſe cauſe 


very tew will plead) lay ſuch a claim to my 


pen at this time, as would make it.crimi- 


nal to paſs over in filence your late con- 
duct in voluntarily making a public collec- 
tion for thoſe implacable enemies of Chriſt, 


the Romiſh prieſts and Papiſts: which, 


compared with your reply to my firſt ſoli- 
Citation, viz. © I am not a friend to it, 


© but I wiſh it may ſucceed with all my 
1 heart,” evidences your bigoted attach- 
ment to forms, and unchriſtianlike pre- 


judices to the true cauſe of God, when 
out of your line of church government. 
Indeed, Sir, the occurrence is "Oo ſtrange. 
and oppoſite to the doctrines you eſpouſe, 
that without the moſt authentic confirma- 
tion ſcarce any will credit the fact, that 
Mr. Romaine ſhould declare himſelf not a 
friend to the ſending of the Bible to thoſe 
who for ages have been led by the blind 
zeal of popiſh ſuperſtition, and now, 
having juſt got natural light enough to 
& ſee men as trees walking,“ have for- 
ſaken that horrid religion which has made 


. ſtreets, towns, and countries, flow with 


Proteſtant 


12 

Proteſtant blood, yet publicly eſpouſed the 
« Whore of W ey 10 far as to op- 
preſs 


Here I wiſh to be underſtood the Romiſh prieſts, 
which are one of the moſt eſſential parts of papal anti- 
chriſt collectively; and are here ſo numerous as to form 
a conſiderable body. I have heard that ſome time ago 
you delivered.a ſentiment from the pulpit contrary to 
what the martyrs, reformers, and almoſt all Chriſtians, 
have held near three centuries, concerning the papal 
church being the Antichriſt, or © Great Whore, which 
« ſitteth upon many waters, with a name written in 
« her forehead, MysTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
« THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS 
« OF THE EARTH;” viz. That you was of opinion 
the Pope was not that Antichriſt ; though you admitted 
he had ſome ſtrong marks of that character: but the Ari. 
ans; becauſe they « deny the Lord who bought them.“ 
If we look into the Arian churches, we ſhall find them 
wanting the moſt eſſential features of that monſter of 
iniquity, ſuch as * The blood of the ſaints and martyrs 
« of Jeſus, with which 'that Mother of Harlots was 
« drunken.“ Again, the Arians never aſſumed thoſe 
c names of blaſphemy” which papal Antichriſt has; 
who, by his preſumptuous -infallibility, and ſelling of 
pardons and diſpenſations, &c. has exalted himſelf above 
all that is called God, and is blaſphemouſly © fitting 
« in the temple of God as God, ſhewing hjmſelf that 
« he is God.” Theſe, with the ſeven mountains, ten 
kings (or forms of government), and other circum- 
ſtances utterly inapplicable to the Arians, render the 
opinion futile, Happy for thouſands it is ſo; for if the 
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* (56-77 
preſs and injure our own poor to feed thoſe 
devourers of Chriſt's ſheep. Think not, 


diſbelief of our Lord's divinity is the diſtinguiſhing mark 


of Antichriſt, then all carnal men and Arminians, who 
are partly Arians in principle or practice, however they 


may abhor the thought in their profeſſion, have it in 


ſome meaſure: for by relying on. their ow] WW orks to 
juſtify them in whole or in part, they in elfect declare 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is incomplete, and not ſuffici- 
ent to juſtify them wholly from the penalty of the law, 


as if “ there was neither ſpot nor wrinkle in them, or 
« any ſuch thing,” conſequently cannot be, as the ſcrip- 


ture ſays, “ The Righteouſneſs of God, Though this 
is a great fin, yet it appears to me, to be only one of 
thoſe ſins againſt the Son of Man which may be forgiven; 


(for you know, Sir, “ None can call Jeſus, Lord, but 
e by the Holy Ghoſtz””) but the Papiſt prieſt, who, 
againſt his knowledge of the ſcripture, the rebukes of 
conſcience, and the light of natural reaſon and experience, 
blaſphemoufly preſumes to take upon him the office of the 


Holy Ghoſt, in ſpeaking pardon to the ſoul ; yea more, 
in diſpenſing with, or allowing men to e in, all 


% uncleanneſs with greedineſs,“ is, in my judgment, 


habitually living in that “ fin unto death” which cha- 
racteriſes thoſe St. John forbids us to pray for. If you 
object that by profeſſion they ſtill want the mark of Anti- 


chriſt in 1 John ii. 22, reflect on their adoration of ſaints 


calling their maſſified bread God, and a propitiatory 
ſacrifice for quick and dead: and acknowledge this a more 
horrible denial of the Father and Son than the Arians; 
who, though they cannot underſtand the myſtery of the 
Trinity, yet never attempted to ſet up ſuch a groſs idol 
for ou Chriſt, 


4 Reverend 
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Reverend Sir, that the ſouls under the 
« altar, that were ſlain for the Word of 
« God, and the teſtimony which they held, 
e (ceaſe yet to) cry with a loud voice, 


« ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and 


& true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our 
be: blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 


3 Though you may exert your influence to 


ſuccour and uphold them, yet the purpoſe 
of God ſhall ſtand, and that beaſt ſhall be 
deſtroyed ; and all that help him ſhall fall 
with him. And will you, Sir, that have 


been the miniſter of Chriſt all theſe years, 


now in your old age join affinity with Ahab? 
s The tongue of the wiſe {faith Solomon) 
ce uſeth knowledge aright. Seek ye out 
© of the book of the Lord, and read” what 
ought to be the Chriſtian's conduct towards 
Z10n's deſtroyers and theWhoreof Babylon; 
fProving what is acceptable to the Lord: 
Eph. v. 10. for you ſhould “ Teach the 
Lord's: ꝓeople the difference between the 


holy and profane, and cauſe them to diſ- 


© Cern between the unclean and the clean.“ 


| | Ezek xliv. 23, Read the fixteenth and _ 


cighteenth chapters of Revelations, © Come 
out of her my People, that ye be not 
" partakers 


£4 3 


t partakers of her fins, and that ye receive 
* not of her plagues: for her fins have 
* reached unto heaven, and God hath re- 
„ membered her iniquities :” and faith, 
e Reward her even as ſhe rewarded you, 


% and double unto her double, according 


*« unto her works; in the cup which ſhe 


* have ſhed the blood of ſaints and pro- 
* phets, and thou haſt given them blood to 
« drink; for they are worthy.” “ How 


% much ſhe hath glorified herſelf, and 
« lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment and 


« ſorrow give her: for ſhe faith in her 
© heart, I ſit a queen, and am no widow, 
« and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. And the kings 
« of the earth, who have committed for- 
e nication, and lived deliciouſly with her, 
« ſhall bewail her, and lament for her.” 
Look at Exod. xxiii. 33. They ſhall not 
« dwell in thy land, leſt they make thee 


* fin againſt me.”—See alſo Deut. vii. 2, 5. 
& Thou ſhalt make no covenant with them, 


% nor ſhew mercy unto them: but thus 
„ ſhalt thou deal with them; ye ſhall de- 
* ſtroy their altars, and break down their 


© hath filled, fill to her double: for they © | 


images, and cut down their groves, and 
burn 


ff CERA A Pe © 
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* «burn their graven images with fire *.“ 
© Here obſerve, I pray you, how diſſonant 
= to the ſacred commands of God it 1s to to- 
„ lerate ſuch idol worſhippers, and Zion's 
Ly devoted enemies, in any goſpel land. And 
S will Mr. Romaine, a preacher of the righte- 
© ouſneſs of faith, a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
4 : ; be foremoſt in encouraging them to flock 
= here by thouſands ?—O Sir! for Zion's 
to 7 fake, and your own peace, reflect on the 
* tranſaction, till your repentings move you 
1d to build again the hopes you have deſtroy- 


de in the minds of many of God's dear 
children; and think how, by grieving them, 
vou have made him weep in his members 
gs Who on earth wept for you and me, If 
r- there had been no other portion of the 
YZ Bible againſt it, Paul's precept, with his 


Some have objected their doubts whether thoſe 
texts in Exodus and Deuteronomy may be applied to 
de Papiſts. But, as divine inſpiration aſſures us, No 
„ ſcripture is of any private interpretation, it is moſt 
3 certain that whatever was ſpoken for the church, and 
a gainſt idolators at the beginning, is appoſite to idolators 


Dog L to the end of time. We have only to aſk ſuch ſcruplers, 
le- whether the Pope is not Antichriſt, and his adherents 
cir 38 idolators, to demonſtrate the futility of ſuch objections. 
FAT) f If this does not ſatisfy, compare thoſe texts with 2 John 


10, 11. Gal. i. 9. Rom. xvi, 17. and there ſee the New 
FTeſtament ſpeaking the * of the Old. 
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own example ſufficiently forbid the tranſacs 


tion, viz. © Let no man put a ſtumbling= 
„block in another's way.”—*© All things 
« are not expedient.” —** Deſtroy not him 


« with thy meat (or what may appear as 
“% lawful) for whom Chriſt died :” ſee his 
own example, If meat make my brother 
* to offend, I will eat no meat while the 
* world ſtandeth.“ Alas! how few Chriſ- 
tians tread in his ſteps, and fewer miniſters 
who can with propriety preach this one of 
his. eſſential doctrines, viz. Follow me as 


ye have us for enſample.” Is it not a 
Notorious fact, viſible to all obſervers, ** as 


« is the prieſt, ſo are the people:” inſomuch 
that if any attempt to reprove pride, cove- 
touſneſs, worldlymindedneſs, bigotry, chur- 


liſhneſs, petulancy, imperiouſneſs, oppreſ- 


ſion, and preſumption, and even wine- 
bibbing and fornication, they can inſtantly 
point out ſome popular miniſter as the 
copy for their tranſcript. Look again at 


Deut. xxii. 3—6. where we are poſitively 


forbidden to ſeek the peace and proſ perity 
of ſuch Ammonites and Moabites all their 
days for ever. fa you will fay, theſe 
Ri Papiſts 
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Papiſts are neither the ſeed of Ammon or 
Moab. It may be fo literally: but as thoſe 


were rejected from the congregation of the 


Lord for ever, becauſe they came not to 


meet his people with bread and water in 
the wilderneſs, what pretenſions can blood- 


thirſty Papiſts have to the regards of God's 
children; who m acre ed hundred thou- 


ſand Proteſtants — beſides pur- 
ſuing them with fire and ſword 1 in all lands 


where that dragon, the pope, hath had 


dominion ? If you have forgot thoſe hor- 
rid ſcenes, the deſcendants of thoſe who 

were ſo handled have not; but are ſtill 
looking that God will fulfil his promiſes 


in avenging their blood: and every true 
member of Zion ſhould ſtill cry,“ O 


« earth, cover not thou their blood!“ 
Indeed theſe times appear to be © the day 
of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of 


recompences for the controverſy of Zion:“ 


beware, Sir, leſt by helping and encourag- 


ing them you become a partaker of their 


plagues; - for it is written, When the 


% Lord ſhall ſtretch out his hand, both he 
that helpeth ſhall fall, and he that is 
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Cw.) | 
* holpen ſhall fall down, and they all ſhall - 
« fall together.” Remember the rebuke 


which God ſent by his prophet Jehu to 


that good man Jehoſhaphat, . Shouldeſt 
* thou help the ungodly, and love them 
* that hate the Lord?” © 

I know, by painful experience, that the 


fleſhly mind, which yet remains in the beſt 


of Chriſtians, is ever unwilling to humble 


under the rebukes of God and conſcience, 


and will ſuggeſt a hundred ſubterfuges to 
juſtify ourſelves, rather than at the firſt 
charge to ſay with David, I have ſin- 
ned.“ This principle of nature may per- 
haps induce you to quote theſe goſpel pre- 


cepts, Love your enemies *. —** If thine 


cc enemy 


* Here I cannot help wondering at the eſtabliſhment, 
which teaches us to pray againſt our natural enemies, 
but not againſt Chriſt's enemies; and wholly omits to 
ſupplicate for the deſtruction of Antichriſt's kingdom, 
which ſcripture not only warrants us to do, but makes 
it our duty by many direct promiſes that it ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. The real Chriftian knows that © when a man's 
« ways (or a nation's) pleaſe the Lord, he maketh his 
< enemies to be at peace with him;“ and that if a 
Shimei, a Sheba, a Jeroboam, a Shiſhak, or a Nebu- 
chadrezzar, comes againſt an individual or a nation, 1t 

I | 18 


3 


Can 3 


© enemy hunger, feed him, &c. 


8 


without 


diſtinguiſhing between our private enemies 
as men, and Chriſt's avowed implacable 


enemies. The former hate only our per- 


ſons, and may be raiſed up of God to do 


us a diſpleaſure, as a rod in his hand to cor- 
rect his children, and therefore are juſtly 
entitled to a Chriſtian's love and compaſſion, 
though the principle which actuates them 
is to be abhorred: but Chriſt's enemies 
have no objection to us as men; they hate 
us only on account of our attachment to 
his goſpel: give up that, and they inſtantly 
become our friends. It is as plain in ſcrip- 


is the Lord who ſendeth them; likewiſe if the hearts of 
rulers and princes are hardened, and their underſtanding 
ſhut againſt the prayers of their people, and againſt good 
counſel, it is the Lord who doth it; to effect the ſecret 
purpoſes of his will: therefore true believers, knowing 
that “ though he ſhould make a full end of all nations, 
* will not make a full end of them,“ and that every 


enemy ſtirred up againſt them is but the rod of rebuke in 


their father's hand, are more anxious (when in their right 
mind) to know their evil which is the procuring cauſe, 


A and to obtain grace to humble under it, and turn from 
it, than haſtily to remove the ſtroke by any carnal 


means; and can better ſay, © Pardon my iniquity, for 


lit is 3 ;” than « Confound their devices,” 


C2 ture 
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to deſtruction. And it is a falſe unſorip- 


| tural humanity to yield to animal ſenſations 
where God has expreſsly ſaid, © Thine eye 
3 ſh4ll not pity them, neither ſhalt thou 
„ ſpare them.” And if in heaven we are 
to feel thoſe mental ſenſations which are 


often produced by the apoſtacy of our fel- 
low creatures, and ſometimes our deareſt 
relatives, it would imbitter its joys, and 


contradict divine authority, which ſays, 


« No ſorrow ſhall be there.” Look how 


Ahab (who was but a nominal profeſſor, 


and at heart a deſperate wicked man) was 
rebuked for his falſe humanity, in ſparing 
the Lord's enemy, © Becauſe thou haſt 
« let go out of thine hand a man whom I 
% had appointed to utter deſtruction, there- 
ce fore thy life ſhall go for his life, and thy 
&« people for his people.“ Look at poor 


Aaron, a godly man, commanded to ſup- 


preſs his human feelings, and forbidden to 


weep or mourn for his own ſons fallen 


under God's judgment. 
Should you urge the commands of the 
f Old 


ture 4 ſunbeam, that Antichriſt, or myſ- 
tical Babylon, is a people devoted of God 
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Old and New Teſtament, <©* To entertain 


* ſtrangers *, *” recolle& that theſe Popiſh 
prieſts are far from that deſcription: you 
cannot be impoſed on in that reſpect as 


Joſhua was by the Gibeonites, who palmed 


* After the firſt edition ER publiſhed, I heard that 
your text for that occaſion was Heb. xiii. 2. “ Be not 
<« forgetful to entertain ſtrangers, for thereby ſome have 
« entertained angels unawares: and not hearing the 
ſermon, or how you applied the laſt clauſe, I fincerely 
wiſh, Sir, as a friend, a brother, and an elder in Chriſt, 
you would inform me, or the world at large, by ſcrip- 


ture, of the poſſibility of an angel of God appearing un- 


der the profeflion of a prieft of Antichriſt ; unleſs you 
mean angels of darkneſs. Without this, your applica- 
tion of that ſacred word to thoſe idolators is a ſinful per- 
verſion of God's truth, to the favouring of idolatry and 
ſuperſtition. How far ſome individuals among the laity 
may be © veſſels of mercy,” I preſume not to meddle 
with; but among the Popiſh clergy, who officially read 
the ſcriptures, and againſt the light thereof, and their 
own conſciences, wilfully keep the ſimple people in ig- 
norance, in order, “ through covetouſneſs, with feigned 
« words, to make merchandiſe of them, I have better 
ground to think there is none, than you have to prove 
there is one. I ſhould be glad to find if, like Elijah, I 
am miſtaken in my calculation : and if you can produce 
but one who in truth is come out of them into the evan- 
gelical faith of Chriſt, with my whole heart I would 


embrace him, not as a ſtranger, but a brother be» 
loved. | 


them- 


themſclves upon him as ſtrangers from a 


far country, for they dwell near unto us,” 
and we know them and their communica- 


tions of old; and by dreadful experience 


have proved them to be a treacherous and 
bloodthirſty people in all ages; a people 


of fiercer cruelty againſt the doctrines of 
Chriſt, and deeper treachery than any on 


the earth: they can ſwear and forſwear at 
Pleaſure; can take the ſolemn oath of al- 
legiance to-day, and if for their purpoſe be 


abſolved of it to-morrow, and, under the 
idea of doing God ſervice, can coolly and 


deliberately imbrue their hands in the 


blood, not only of ſtrangers and enemies, 


but of their neareſt relatives and deareſt 


friends, and violate the moſt ſacred ties of 
humanity and friendſhip. Theſe prin- 
ciples make them juſtly abhorred of all na- 
tions. Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans, 
may be tolerated more ſafely than theſe ; 


becauſe they have ſome ideas that will hold 


them by the power of an oath : but though 
% Pope knows how obnox1ous that tenet 


Keep no faith with heretics,” yet he 


25 not repealed it, nor ever will, till God 


ſhall 
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ſhall pluck him os his roots and caſt him 
into hell. 


There is one text more occurs, which: 
by a falſe gloſs, may ſeem to countenance 
you : when the prophet Eliſha had ſmitten 
the Syrians with blindneſs, and brought 
them into Samaria, the king of Iſrael was 
for ſmiting them, but the prophet forbad 
him, ſaying, © Wouldſt thou ſmite thoſe 
* whom thou haſt taken captive? Set bread 
and water before them, that they may 
* eat and drink, and go to their maſter.” 


RB Obſerve, theſe Syrians were not then a 
people devoted to deſtruction, as the king- 
dom of the beaſt is, nor were they perſe- 


cutors of the true worſhip of God, but a 
national enemy, which Gad reſerved as a 
rod in his hand to reprove his diſobedient 


people with. Again, the three thouſand 
| Popiſh prieſts are not captives taken in 


war; but are evidently objects of God's 


2X vengeance and righteous judgments for the 
blood of his ſervants: and if they had been 
of that deſcription, then the precept is only 
to give them bread and water for the pre- 


ſent 


1 
5 
at 


Tas} 


£ ſent moment, in order to the ſending of 


them away to return no more. 
Now, Sir, let me ſeriouſly appeal to 


your conſcience before God. Is it not in 


effect a robbery of the poor! An injury to 
your country, and a ſhameful betraying 
the cauſe of Chriſt, to countenance men of 


ſuch principles? who, no one doubts, if 


the times ſhould ever afford an opportu- 
nity, would act over again the parts of 
Fiſher, Pool, Bonner, Gardner, Longdale, 


More, and many other ſuch papiſtical 
wolves, worrying of God's ſheep» Look 


at Deut. xxv. and ſee how God hath 


commanded his people to remember the 


perſecutions of ſuch Amalekites, ſaying, 


Thou ſhalt blot out the remembrance of 


« Amalck from under heaven ; ; thou ſhalt 
cc not forget it.” 


When I heard of the two and twenty | 


thouſand pounds gathered for them a while 


ago, I held my peace; becauſe I conſidered 
it as flowing only from the ſame corrupt * 


fountain ; and as a proof that Satan was not 


divided againſt himſelf, but would uphold 
| Bn -. the 


the ſeat of the beaſt, or any broken part 
thereof, to the utmoſt of his power: but 
when I was by good authority informed 
that Mr. Romaine, the miniſter of Chriſt, 
had been making ſuch a carnal uſe of ſpi- 
ritual things, as to preach the goſpel ſub- 
ſervient to the benefit of thoſe Amalekites, 
I. was aſtoniſhed out of meaſure. Sure it 
muſt be the reſult of ſome wrong ideas, or 
immatured concluſions; like Joſhua's tak- 
ing of the Gibeonites mouldy bread, and 
making a covenant with them, without 
aſking counſel of the Lord. I cannot, I 
mulſt not give way to the thought that you 
was influenced by the deſire of popularity, 
or to gain the eſteem of a certain deſcrip- 
tion of men, who would rejoice to ſee the 
idolatrous proceſſions of the hoſt again in 
our ſtreets, and the horrible wooden roods 
in our churches, Whatever was the mo- 
tive, the act is indefenſible by ſcripture ; 
therefore demands an honeſt revocation. 
Remember the apoſtolic command to 
Chriſt's miniſters, ** Be not lords over 
God's heritage, but enſamples to the flock;” 
and reflect that this, with ſome other traits 
. in 


(6 9 


in your conduct, will never ſerve as a 


ſample according to your divine Maſter's. 


injunctions; who, by his apoſtle, teach- 
eth us to refrain even from lawful things 


rather than offend a weak brother, « If thy 
<< brother be grieved with thy meat, now 


** walkeſt thou not charitably.“ 


If the diſtreſſes of the poor move your | 


compaſſion, look at home. Be juſt before 
you are generous.—View the miſeries of 
thouſands of our own poor out of employ, 


and periſhing for lack of bread ; and thou- 
ſands more, whoſe penurious earnings will 


not enable them to get ſufficient of the 
eſſentials of life for themſelves and chil- 
dren. Look at the oppreſſions of the rich, 
many of whom, though religious charac- 
ters, will by various means curtail their 
ſcanty pittance, and hold themſelves not 
guilty, becauſe habituated to it.— Enquire 
after the numerous diſtreſſed families, 
whoſe head, and only ſupport, being torn 
from them by thoſe baneful and ungodly 
inſtruments called preſs-warrants, are mi- 
ſerable beyond conception. Search for the 
ſick and afflicted, fatherleſs and friendleſs, 
and multitudes of honeſt worthy characters, 
who, 
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who, for want of ſuch employ, or finecure, as 


I many a Papiſtical foreigner occupies in our 
1 country (to the diſgrace of thoſe who har- 
5 bour them), are wretched.—Lately I have 
* heard of ſome, yea even Diſſenters, who have 
7 taken them into their families to teach their 
** children, in oppoſition to the apoſtolic com- 

mand, Have no fellowſhip with the un- 
r ce fruitful works (or workers) of darkneſs; 
e but rather reprove them.“ Is there no 
* ſervant of God in Iſrael, that they go to 
"2 the God of Ekron? Acquaint yourſelf with 
the calamitous ſituation of many thouſands 
It: - 3 in Spitalfields, Mancheſter, Liverpool, and 


je many manufacturing towns in England, 


1- FX and fee if there abounds ſuch plenty as to 


h, juſtify you in taking the bread from our 


ov children to feed thoſe ſcriptural dogs. 


ir Againſt all theſe you have, by that one 


ot error in judgment, or ſomething worſe, 
re committed a ſpecies of robbery. The com- 
s, ; mand is, © Rob not the poor becauſe he is 
mm poor.“ If you, Sir, and your multitude 
Ily of rich friends, have ſo many guineas to 
i ſpare, theſe have, by the authority of God's 


word, (ſee Deut. xv.) an indiſputable right 
V2: b 


* 
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to them, in preference to thoſe who would 


cut our throats, and once, upon the bare 
idea of their own power, brought over 
gridirons, and all manner of deviliſh inſtru- 
ments, to torment the true ſervants of 
Chriſt: but now theſe © Bulls of Baſhan,” 

through your miſuſe of the influence God 
has given you among men, and others who 


are papiſtical at heart, are allowed half a 


guinea fer week, while thouſands of our in- 
duſtrious poor, and many real children of 
God, cannot get near that ſum by all their 
labour. But probably you are ignorant of 


theſe diſtreſſes; as that natural ſurly moroſe- 


neſs in your carriage to ſtrangers who ap- 
proach you (which to your diſgrace re- 
mains unchanged) will always anſwer the 
purpoſe of a canine guard to keep ſuch 
caſes from your door, unleſs introduced by 2 
ſome ſpecial friend. Perhaps you will ſay 
they are not to periſh in our ſtreets. No: 
they ought not to have been permitted to 


come into our ſtreets ; but ought to be ſent 


out of the land with all poſſible expedition: 
and if they will abide here, they may as 
well periſh in the ſtreets, as the thouſands 8 
e I of i 


T W- 3 

of our own poor, who, though by the laws 
of God and reaſon we are bound to main- 
= tain (becauſe they help to maintain us), 
4 really periſh through want in obſcurity, 
and in many workhouſes, every year; but 
let them in their extremity go and cry to the 
gods whom they have ſerved in their pro- 
ſperity, and to whom they have offered in- 
cenſe, and ſacrificed their wealth, and the 
blood of thouſands of God's ſheep: let them 

go to their Antichriſtian head for ſuccour, 
whoſe tottering triple ſtands in need of thoſe 
his imps. We are by God's word forbidden 
4 to lift up a cry or prayer for them, to let 
them dwell in our land, to ſuccour them, 
or ſhew mercy unto them, or to ſeek their 
« peace and proſperity for ever;” but com- 
manded to remember their cruelty, and not 
forget it; and to rejoice at the proſpect of 
God's promiſes being fulfilled upon them. 
See Deut. xxv. Rev. xvii. and Iſaiah xlix. 
and li. I will feed them that oppreſs thee 


with their own fleſh ; and they ſhall be 
drunken with their own blood, as with 


s b ſweet wine.“ Again, © Thus faith the 
Lord that pleadeth the cauſe of his peo- 
a ple, Behold I have taken out of thine 


5 —— . 15 hand 
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hand the cup of trembling, even the 
ge dregs of the cup of my fury, thou ſhalt 
© no more drink it again: but I will put 
4 it into the hand of them that afflict thee: 
4c who have ſaid to thy ſoul, Bow down, 
that we may go over; and thou haſt laid 
e thy body as the ground to them that went 
cover.“ Is it not the duty of every Chriſ- 
tian, who knows what havoc thoſe Papiſts 
have made of the church of Chriſt, to look 
for the accompliſhment of theſe promiſes, 
though not authoriſed to deſtroy them? 
No; God, who ſays, I will blow againſt 
© them in the fire of my wrath, and deli- 
4 s ver them into the hand of brutiſh men, and 
i « ſkilful to deſtroy,” will raiſe up, means 
wa for his own purpoſe, inſtruments of cru- 
n elty „that ſhall perform all his pleaſure 
c upon Babylon ;” and, when his work is 
complete, will break them in pieces like a 
Potter's veſſel: as he did with the Aſſyri- 
ans; whom he calls, The rod of his an- 
ger, and the ſtaff of his indignation.” 
In Iſaiah xlvii. compared with Rev. xvii. 
he hath written a ſong of triumph for his 
. 198 he thall plead their cauſe 
4p with 


2 2 


F 
* +; 1 7 1 
3 r e 4 
— * . 4 s . 
= 9 E 5 
8 72 7 Nac 
* A <7, OE os «> = 
DDS — . RU "RAIN W 
* * 
— —— — . — ye a 
* ne; eo 3 
" , % 


1 E 

I with their adverſaries myſtical Babylon, 
AF ſaying, © Come down and fit in the duſt, 
L O virgin daughter of Babylon! Sit on the 
ground: thy nakedneſs ſhall be uncover- 
ed, thy ſhame ſhall be ſeen; I will take 


„ man.”—* And when thou art ſpoiled, 


See alſo Ifaiah xiv. © Thou ſhalt take up 


Y Lord hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, 


© <* nual ſtroke; he that ruled the nations 


for thee to meet thee at thy coming: 


1 the chief ones of the earth. Thou ſaidſt, 
3 „will aſcend above the heights of the 
9 „clouds, I will exalt my throne above 
Y „the ſtars of God (his ſaints), I wall fit 
18 * allo upon the mount of the congrega- 
bs „tion, 


3 vengeance, and will not meet thee as a 


J % what wilt thou do? Thy lovers will 
„ deſpiſe thee, they will ſeek thy life.” 


this proverb againſt the king of Baby- 
„ lon, and ſay, How hath the oppreſlor 
e ceaſed! the golden city ceaſed! The 


and the ſceptre of the rulers. He who 
„ ſmote the people in wrath with a conti- 


in anger is perſecuted, and none hin- 
„ dereth. Hell from beneath is moved 


it ſtirreth up the dead for thee, even all 


9 
1 


: #Y 
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« tion, I will be like the Moſt High; yet 
„ thou ſhalt be brought down to hell. 
They that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look 
© upon thee, and conſider thee, ſaying, Is 
15 this the man that made the earth to 
ec tremble, that did ſhake kingdoms? Pre- 
« pare ſlaughter for his children, for the. 
&« iniquity of their fathers, that they do not 
* riſe, nor poſſeſs the land, nor fill the 
&« face of the world with cities: for I will 
e riſe up againſt them, faith the Lord of 
« Hoſts, and cut off from Babylon the 
* name and remnant, ſon and nephew, and 


« ] will ſweep it with the beſom of de- 
& ſtruction. For the Lord of Hoſts hat 


« purpoſed it, and who ſhall difannul it ? 
His hand is ſtretched out, who ſhall turn 
« it back?” And will you plead for thoſe F 
whom God is openly contending with ? 
If ſolicited thereto you ſhould have looked 3 


back to the fifteenth century, and in the: 


name of Chriſt and his members adopted | | 


Paul's prayer againſt Alexander the cop- ; 8 . 


_ Do you think that your views 
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0 
Spirit of God, were conſtrained to curſe 
whom God hath curſed. And when bis 


judgments are to be executed upon his 


enemies, they cry, ««: Curſed be he that 
« doth the work of the Lord deceitfully : 
& Curſed be he that keepeth back his ſword 
« from ſhedding of blood. 8 See I 151 
10. 

Not many years back thats was a pro- 
digious emigration from this country, on 
account that the land, through oppreſſion 


and covetouſneſs, was inſufficient for its 
inhabitants; little did men then think that 
we were to be billetted with three thou- 


ſand Romitſh prieſts, beſides thouſands of 
the laity, the implacable enemies of our 
country and religion ; and much leſs. that 
Mr. Romaine would be foremoſt to en- 


courage them, like locuſts, to come and 


conſume the ſubſtance of our poor. 
But a few months ago this city. was 


1 alarmed with an apprehenſion of a tumul- 
tuous rifing among the people; and you, 
by that miſguided zeal for the Lord's ene- 
mies and ours, have been blowing up the 
# ſmothered embers of that fire. Is it not 
Re irritating 


e 
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frritating to the higheſt degree, and eſpeei- 
ally to our neglected and oppreſſed poor, 
whoſe wretchedneſs no tongue can fully 
paint, to ſee their inveterate enemies en- 
couraged to flock into our nation by thou- 
ſands to create an inſupportable ſcarceneſs 
to them, and even ſumptuouſly ſupported 
in idleneſs, while many of our induſtrious 
and worthy countrymen cannot ſubſiſt 
with all their labours. Sure you muſt have 
forgot the apoſtolic command, If any 
* man work not, neither ſhall he eat.“ 
And I am perſuaded, if they would have 
ſet their minds to work, inſtead of idola- 
trous maſſing, they need not have fled their 
own country. And ſhall the laborious Bri- 
tiſh bees foſter the waſps of other nations, 
and encourage the drones caſt out of a 
neighbouring hive, to the impoverithing of 
their own? There is no ſcripture nor rea- 
ſon that can juſtify it. I ſay ſumptuouſly, 
in compariton, becauſe ſome worthy cha- 
rafters I know, as members of ſociety and 
Chriſtians, cannot earn above ſix ſhillings 
a week, and ſometimes are in ſuch ſtraits as 
oblige them to travel from morning tilt 

3 night. 


night without breaking bread, or any re- 
freſhment whatever. And ſome ſuch I 
have known with a family of ſmall chil- 
dren, who have not had a morſel of bread 
for themſelves or children for two or three 
days. And yeſterday I accidentally met 
with a diſcharged Spitalfields weaver, who 
really had every appearance of an upright 
man : he aſſured me that he had wrought 
for a perſon (who here ſhall be nameleſs 
at preſent, becauſe there are ſo many ſuch 
grinders of the poor in that line) five 
months, of whom, tho' he moſtly worked 
ſixteen hours in the day, he could only 
earn four ſhillings and nine-pence per week; 
that in conſequence thereof himſelf and 
wife frequently faſted eight and forty 
hours, which produced a complication of 
jaundice and dropſy in his wife, whereof 
| ſhe died at the five months end, and he 
was then diſcharged, and being pinched 
with hunger and deſperation, had ventured 
at the peril of his liberty to aſk an- alms. 

But ſuch facts may eaſily eſcape you, and 
the notice of many of your rich friends, 
who wallowing j in profuſeneſs feel no ſcar- 


E 3 city, 


662 
city, and therefore are not grieved for the | 
afflictions of Joſeph ;” but without remorſe, 
to pleaſe man, or gratify a ſuperſtitious 
attachment to canonical government, can 
take the ſtaff of life from the houſehold of 
faith to feed the dogs and ſorcerers that 
« are without.” I am credibly informed 
from another quarter (corroborated by 
that poor man}, that near 4000 weavers are 


out of employ, and that the workhouſe in 


Spitalfields is ſo full they are neceſſitated 
to lie ſix in a bed, three at top and three at 
bottom, and that the diſtreſſes at this time 

are ſuch, that a rifing among the poor 1s 
apprehended : for if, as Solomon obſerves, 
* oppreſſion makes a wiſe man mad,” 
what can be expected from thoſe who have 
not ſupernatural reaſon, when preſſed with 


wrongs and injuries (grieved I am, Sir, 


that you ſhould be inſtrumental thereto), 
and ſcrewed by pinching hunger, into the 
ſtate of the four lepers without the gates 
of Samaria, but that they ſhould reaſon like 
them, If we enter into the city we ſhall 
« die, and if we fit ſtill here we die alſo; 
« therefore let us fall unto the enemy: if 

&« they 
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i they fave us alive we ſhall live, and if 
T they kill us we ſhall but die.” Doubt 
not, Reverend Sir, but the cry of thoſe 
_ afflicted in ſpirit at that tranſaction will 
riſe up againſt you, and, unleſs repentance 
ſtop God's hand, will bring down his fa- 
therly correction upon you: for however he 
may bear with the ungodly, he will not 
leave his children unchaſtiſed. . Do 
« good unto all men, eſpecially to the 
t houſhold of faith,” is the precept : but 
your late conduct is the reverſe, and right- 
ly interpreted by facts, ſpeaks thus, Feed 
and uphold the ſuperſtitious Papiſt and ene- 
my of Chriſt, becauſe he is a regular prieſt ; 

but let the honeſt laborious Chriſtian periſh 
if he cannot help himſelf. -I know there 


is a falſe, unſcriptural concluſion always 


ready in the mouth of many rich men, 
“That none need to want the neceſſaries of 
« life who are not idle.“ But my Bible 
teaches me, When God ſhutteth up a 
* man there can be no opening ;” and that 
he will leave the poor in the land to try his 
people. That idea of their unfeeling minds 
may ſerve to ſilence conſcience, and rcpulſe 

ſolicitations 


48) 


£ ſolicitations LY but will never ſtand as 
an anſwer with God for the neglect of his 
commands. See Deut. xv. The poor 


« ſhall never ceaſe out of the land; there- 
« fore I command thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 


open thine hand wide unto THY brother, 


e to THY poor, and to THY needy in THr 


„ LAND: thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and 


ce thy heart ſhall not be grieved when thou 
5 giveſt unto him: becauſe that for this 
"y thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 
in all that thou putteſt thine hand unto; 
« beware that there be not a thought in 


pe . 
R * 


« thy wicked heart, and thine eye be evil 


* againſt thee, and it be fin unto thee.” 
Such hardneſs of heart among the pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity affords the Jew one of 


the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt theChriſtian 
religion: for he infers, If God really was 
among them they could not poſſibly ſuffer 


ſuch miſeries among their poor brethren. 


And what can I ſay of you, Sir, ſince I have 
heard that you gave ten guineas yourſelf to 


thoſe enemies of Chriſt and his members, 
while 


*« againſt thy poor brother; and thou giveſt 
« him nought, and he cry unto the Lord 


„ 
while ſome of his dear and faithful people, 
who have ventured to approach you, have 
been rudely repulſed, Indeed it pro- 
duces this query in my mind while you are 
preaching (for I have often ſat under your 
miniſtry with profit and delight), Does 
this man really believe the things he is de- 
claring to us? For it is impoſſible to judge 
of any man's faith but by his fruits. And 
ſuch Nabal-like conduct is more inexcuſ- : 
able in you than any; becauſe you have 
known a melancholy inſtance wherein an 
inattentive diſregard to a burdened ſpirit, 
by a perſon not ſo accuſtomed to it as 


yourſelf, has produced the moſt fatal effect: 


and alſo becauſe * with your mouth you 
« thew [ſo] much love.” If you lived in the 
faith of theſe promiſes, © I will bring them 
c health and cure“ “ Aſk what ye will in 
* my name, &c. ſure your Father would 
have healed you in all theſe years, of thoſe 
carnal pre} udices, and that natural chur- 
liſhneſs, which are fo diſhonourable to your 
ſtation; and of which moſt men, even your 
deareſt friends, ſee you have great need of 


* — though 1 have heard, and ſome 
years 


( 32 ) ia” © 
years ago have ſeen, that among the rich 
and great none can render themſelves 
more affable and agreeable than yourſelf. 
You know it is your Maſter's command, 
particularly to his miniſters, * To be kind- 

« ly affectionated, tender hearted, courte- 
te ous and gentle unto all men ;” but eſpe- 
cially to the poor and the ſtranger, who can- 
not repay you like the rich, and therefore 
are obliged to commend you for every kind- 
neſs they receive to God their Father for 

'retribution ; who aſſures us, © That a cup * 
of cold water in the name of a diſciple 

| c (not Papiſts) ſhall not loſe its reward.“ 

1 But, alas! my dear Sir, is it not with you 

1 as with multitudes, who know the precepts 

and their privileges, but neglect both; be- 
Cauſe . The love of the world The de- 
4 ceitfulneſs of riches'—* The fear, or 
* favour, of man - and conformity to the 

times, have ſuch place in their hearts, that, 

like Iſrael of old, they are fallen ſpiritually 

' aſleep, and unconcernedly can read this 

awful charge, My people love to have 
« it ſo: for they are become great, and 
te waxen rich: they are waxen fat; they 

ws ſhine; 


_ 


tux 


« ſhine; they judge not the cauſe of the, 
+ fatherleſs, nor the right of the needy, .. 05 
cc yet they proſper. Shall I not viſit for 


© theſe things, faith the Lord? . Wo 


4c to them that are at eaſe in Zion, and 
er truſt in the mountain of Samaria,” their 


religious profeſſion.— Is not · truth fallen 


*in our ſtreets (and oppreſſion with its 
* jron hand ſo ſtrong) that equity cannot 


ce enter?” —Is there any now remaining in 
Iſrael „that are valiant for the truth?“ 


„If there is any life of God in the world, or 


any of whom it may be ſaid, They fear 
* God above many, it is only viſible a- 
mong the poor and afflicted. people in 
ce the midſt of Zion,” whoſe extremities 
compel them to“ truſt in the name of 
r the Lord, in faithfulneſs and truth.” 
And whoſe mercies (which are often ſo 
apparently miraculous that they bear the 
inſcription *©. This is the finger of God”) 
make their hearts ſo overflow with grateful 
Joy and peace that it truly paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding, and baffles the utmoſt AMS 
of a carnal conception. 


Poſſibly you may hold the ſentiment of a a 
F e certain 


„ 


( 34 ) 

certain popular eccleſiaſtie at Hommerton, 
who told me, with ſome warmth for the dig- 
nity of his order, None are capable of un- 
« derſtanding the ſcriptures but miniſters.” 
Upon this doctrine came in the papiſtical 

prohibition of the Bible among the laity : 
for it follows, that if they are incapable of 
_ underſtanding it, any barbarous tongue 
would ſerve as well as their own, If you 
have his ideas, I am certain you will feel 
highly offended that a layman ſhould pre- 
ſame to correct the miſtaken conduct of a 
miniſter of the eſtabliſhed church ; and 
perhaps will aſk by what authority I do 
it? Even by the authority of God's word, 

whoſe commands are, Them that fin, 
rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
« fear; and henceforth commit no more 
any ſuch evil among you.” —** Thou 
** ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, 
and not ſuffer fin upon him.” And the 
apoſtolic precepts are, Exhort one an- 
te other daily, leſt any of you be hardened 
« through the deceitfulneſs of ſin.— Let 
e him that is taught in the Word commu- 
nicate to him that teacheth in all good 


an things.“ 
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te things.” Not that I would ſuppoſe you 


ignorant of thoſe ſcriptures I have refer- 


red to but certainly they appear to have 


been out of your mind at that time: for So- 


lomon aſſures us, if we always look to the 
end we ſhall never do amiſs. 
Indeed I ſhould have been very glad to 


have transferred the taſk to ſome whoſe 
| talents are better adapted to adminiſter the 
_ corroſive of reprehenſion: but thoſe who 


have talents are buſied in devoting them 


at the ſhrine of Mammon, to procure pre- 


ferment, or aggrandize themſelves or fa- 
mily: and ſcarce a Phineas, a Gideon, or 
a Nathan, can now be found in the land, 
who will dare to ſpeak home truths in the 
defence of God's honour, and the rights of 
his poor afflicted members. And as your 
example will probably influence multitudes 
of profeſſing people, and is followed by 
moſt pariſhes in the kingdom, it lays an 
indiſpenſable obligation upon every honeſt 
man, who ſees the pernicious tendency, 
and dreads the approaching evil,. to ſtand 
forth (like the champions of our church, 
when Popery with fire and ſword held the 
F = | dominion 


( 
Wan of this land), b zard of) s 
all the fleſh holds dear, to bear his public 
teſtimony for the cauſe of God and truth, 
and point the liberal minded to the juſt ob- 


jects of their benevolence; leſt they ſhould 


inadvertently make that wound which they 
cannot heal: for all know, the ſpring 
ſtrained but half a turn beyond 1ts elaſtic 
power muſt break; therefore I feel my- 
ſelf bound by love to my country, and an 
anxious concern for the cauſe of our dear 
Divine Maſter, and his poor mourning 
weeping children, who are ſorely grieved 
at your conduct, to publiſh theſe hints, au- 
thenticated by ſuch jirrefragable ſcriptures, 
that who ſo reſiſteth, reſiſteth the voice of 
God. 

br Reprove not a ſcorner, leſt he hate 
e thee: rebuke a wiſe man and he will 
love thee,” ſays our great Solomon. 


Which of thoſe characters you may aſſume | 
in conſequence of this homely Cake of Bar- 


ley-meal I know not. I would hope the 
latter: but if the former, I have counted 
the coſt ; for I know it is univerſally the 
maxim to © hate him that reproveth in 

the 


. | 
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te the cate ; ; and abhor him that ſpeaketh 
*. del: and our dear Lord hath 
taught me to look for perſecution here, 
ad peace only in him. And could I, by 
ſuch an offering, reſcue his church from 
the evils that are overſpreading it, I feel as 


if I could gladly (the Lord ſtrengthening 


me) yield this vile body a facrifice to fuch 


a glorious cauſe; and, if it ſhould be his 


| will, ſtand the protomartyr of the proteſtant 


æra. 

The other day I was very ſharply at- 
tacked by Mr. P—k—r, of the Mews, 
who utterly condemned the publication be- 
fore he had read it, and ſeemed to have 
made up his judgment that it muſt be 


' naught, and the author Could not be a 


«© Chriſtian, becauſe he had reproved ſo : 


„ worthy, ſo excellent, and ſo uſeful a a 


& miniſter as Mr. Romaine.” Now, Sir, 


though from my heart I ſincerely give you 


all thoſe reſpectful epithets, and more; 
yet if the idea is admitted that any man by 
his natural, acquired, or donative excellen- 
cles, riſes above Chriſtian reprehenſion, he 
inſtantly becomes a Pope. You know it 
was 


185 


was ſuch unſcriptural doctrine which firſt 
brought in that horrible monſter of iniquity, 
the infallible biſhop of Rome; or Peter's 
ſucceſſor, as he calls himſelf: though Peter, 
the real apoſtle, made ſome mr great 
blunders, both before and after he was in- 
veſted with the ſuppoſed pontifical key; and 
Paul, who was a younger miniſter, with- 
ſtood him to the face, and ſharply rebuked 
him before all, for his double dealing, be- 
cauſe by his diſſimulation others were car- 
ried away: but obſerve, Paul did him no 
injury thereby; nor did Peter attempt to 
avail himſelf of his ſeniority; but like a 
humble Chriſtian, falls under the reproof: 
nor was their love to each other, as Chriſ- 

tian brethren, one whit abated (See 2 Pet. 
iii. 15.) by that godly zeal for the ſimpli- 
city and ſincerity of the goſpel; knowing 
that we are exhorted to watch over one an- 
other for good: and though reprehenſion, 
like a valuable medicine, may be very nau- 
{-0us, yet infinitely ſalutary, and ſometimes 
as really eſſential to the divine health, as the 
other to the natural life. And I can aſſure 
you, with Chriſtian fincerity, if I had not 
felt 
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felt a oreat eſteem for you on account of 
your eottableaciy to me *, and your long 
uſefulneſs in the church of Chriſt; and con- 
ſidered you as wiſe in the wiſdom of God, I 
ſhould not have addreſſed this publication 
to you; though perhaps in the warmth of 
my zeal, under the impreſſion of our be- 
loved brother Paul's command, . Rebuke 
them ſharply,” I may have uſed a little 
too much ſalt to make it ſo palatable to you 
as I wiſhed: however, reproof (which So- 
loman fays Is like oil to the bones“) 
though it may be ſome what biting, can do 
no re harm where there is ſo juſt a ground 
for it: and I am ſtill perſuaded you polieſs 

too much good ſenſe as a man, and too 
_ evangelical a knowledge of your frailty as a 
Chriſtian, to ſuppoſe yourſelf infallible ; 
though ſome injudicious friends of yours 
think you almoſt, if not quite ſo: and if 
liable to err, why not confeſs that error in 
practice proceeded from error in your judg- 
ment at leaſt, when you ſee ſo many ſcrip- 
tures are againſt you. You know that 


* See ſome expreſſion of it in my Letters to the 
Rev. Matth. Wilks, page 16, publiſhed in 1792. 
fallen 


_ = 
fallen man muſt bend to riſe; and the co 


feſſion of our faults or miſtakes is the pre- 
lude to our higheſt advancement: as you may 


ſee in David, who, when in one inſtance ſays, 


"ow. 


„ have ſinned,” and in another, I have 
_ erred and done fooliſhly,” inſtantly changes 


the Lord's providential anger into forgiving. 


love, his rebukes into fatherly embraces, 


and the offender admirably riſes from a 


carnal inſenfibility to a renewed life, vi- 


gour and zeal for his moſt gracious friend ; 


and receives afreſh ſuch multiplied tokens 


of Divine favour, that all language is beg- 


cared to expreſs the grateful feelings of his 
overflowing ſoul. And, notwithſtanding 
ſome of your friends have already expreſſed 
great indignation againſt me, I cannot help 


thinking that one day you will thank me. 


for this godly admonition ; or at leaſt thank 


your heavenly Father that moved my heart 


to write it. 


Mr. P—k—r further told me, That 
% he was requeſted, in à company of 


“ fourteen of your friends, to write ſome- 
* thing! in anſwer to it:“ but as I found 
his chief ground of argument lay in your 


reſpectable 
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„ 
reſpectable uſefulneſs, &c. And in holding 
up the idea of their being ſtrangers, (which 
I think I have fully refuted in my 1 3th 
page, but will here ſubjoin a further inveſ- 
tigation) I ſuppoſe, when he comes to read 
it deliberately, he will find no foundation 
to build upon. But if he, or any man, can 
ſcripturally ſhew me wherein I have ma- 
terially erred, I ſhall thankfully receive the 
hint { for the Lord knows my experience 
creates that jealouſy of myſelf, as conſtrains 
me to make my daily and earneſt prayer, 
moſt ſincerely, not to be left to my own 
ſpirit, or be guided by ay: carnal view 
whatever. . 

In reconſidering the juſt 3 of 
. national ſtrangers, J ſhall firſt re- 
fer you to the Laſcars, who ſome years 
ago were numerous in London, and deſti- 

tute. Theſe were ſtrictly ſtrangers, ac- 
cording to Deut. xxix. The ſtranger 
from a far land:“ beſides the obligation, 
in equity, which lay on thoſe who brought 
them here to take care of them: but the 
ſubjects of this publication cannot come 
under that deſcription, being not from a 

G . ray 
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| & land, but our very next door neighbours; 
and thoſe whom this nation has been i in the 


habit of criminal familiarity with for ages; 
following their Babyloniſh faſhions both in 
garb and principles. —I will conſider them 
in another light, premiſing, what I ſuppoſe 
every man of ſenſe will grant, that the 
ſpirit or principle of action is the moſt eſ- 
ſential part of a man. Now in this point 
of view, if you aſk an alms for Mr. A or B, 

though I ſhould know their names-and re- 
fidence, and many other circumſtances re. 
lating to them, yet, while ignorant of their 
principle, they are in that ſenſe ſtrangers 
to me: but if you aſk an alms for Papiſts, 
though ever ſo ignorant of their names or 
country, we inſtantly know their ſpirit and 
principle of action: that they are not mere- 
ly ungodly men, but ſtaunch adherents to 


that man of fin whom Chriſt will deſtroy, 


becauſe he is ever robbing him of his glory, 


and hath ſlain his ſaints. And we know 
them to be univerſal pimps for that Whore 


of Babylon who hath corrupted all nations 


with her fornications, and always will be 


firiving to debauch (ſpiritually) every ſoul 
* 


tea) 


they poſſibly can, « Compaſſing ſea and 


land to make proſelytes ſevenfold more 
<« the children of hell than they were be- 
fore. Therefore it is impoſſible to 
count them as ſtrangers meriting our re- 
gard, without the moſt manifeſt injury to 
our country and our kindred, whom they 
will certainly infect with their poiſonous 


principles, if we get them not ſpeedily out 


of the land. They Ds 2 ſome 
already. | | 
Rebuke not an elder,” fy ſome, par- 
tially leaving out the commands to In- 
«treat him as a father, and admoniſh as a 
&© brother ;” therefore permit me, dear Sir, 
to intreat you, as a father in Chriſt, to 
wreſtle inceſſantly with God for the revival 
of his ſpirit in Zion; and for the removal 
of thoſe carnal prejudices, and attachments 
to men, which are „ the little foxes that 


« ſpoil all our vines.” I know you muſt 
ſee much of the declenfions awfully viſible 


in the religious world, and perhaps, hike 
me, feel much of it in your own ſoul. 


May the Lord give us that humble mourn- 


ing for it, as may move his fatherly com- 
cp paſſion 
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paſſion to pour out his grace upon us, until 
we are * filled with all the fulneſs of God.” 
And let us draw our plea from our deat 
Maſter's own words, viz. ©* Herein is my 
Father glorified that ye bear much fruit, 
« ſo ſhall ye be (or, be known to be) my 
diſciples.” —And eſpecially © ye that make 
* mention of the Lord keep not ſilence, | 
e give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh his 

* Zion, till he make his Jeruſalem a praiſe 
ein the earth,” And O, let all that truly 
love the Lord hold him by his Word, 
with unwearied importunity, ** until he 
* bleſs us” with a renewed ſpiritual life, 
and all divine proſperity, that we may 
* olorify God in our bodies and ſpirits, 
„ which are his.” And let us fay, with 
his prophet, © For Zion's fake will I not 
* hold my peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake 
ee will J not reſt, until the righteouſneſs 
« thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the 
40 ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 
And though he ſhould give us all riches 
and plenteouſneſs, let us, like Abraham, 
coupt it as nothing in compariſon of the 
N ſeed the Lord hath promiſed. 
Who 
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> Who hath ſaid, © I will give them a heart | 


* to know me: for they ſhall return unto 


„ me with their whole heart. They ſhall 


te come with weeping, and with ſupplica- 
ce tions will I lead them: I will cauſe them 


* to walk by the rivers of waters, in a 
< ſtraight way, wherein they ſhall not 


« ſtumble: for I am a father to Iſrael.” 
Vea, Let our right hand forget its cun- 
« ning if we prefer not (our ſpiritual) Je- 
« ruſalem above our chief joy.“ 


Thus far I had written when Mrs. Han- 
nah More's Remarks on Mr. Dupont's 
Speech, publiſhed for the benefit of the 


French emigrant clergy, accidentally came 
into my hands. The romantic ſtyle, and 
ſophiſtical arguments in that half- crown 
catch- penny pamphlet, I leave to thoſe 
who may think it worth their while to 
anſwer it: for plain truth requires none 
of thoſe tawdry embelliſhments ; which 
are only calculated to hide the deformi- 
ties of falſehood under the paint of diction, 
to perplex the ideas, and, like the ca- 


meleon, to vary its colours at every point 
of view, in order to preſerve a convenient 


retreat 
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retreat when too cloſely binder by facts. 
I would recommend that lady, previous to 
any future attempt to write of ſacred things, 
ſeriouſly to contemplate theſe words of in- 
fallible truth, © The wiſdom of this world 


*; is foohſhneſs with God, and whatever 


« js high in their eſteem is an abomina- 
„ tion unto him.“ And Whoſoever will 
« be a friend of the world is the ä of 
cc God: 95 h 5 | vv 

As to the preſent cruel 8 or de- 
iſtica! principles of the French nation, I 
2 mn no more a friend to than Mrs. Hannah 
More: though, by the light of ſcripture 
(-a:0ugh which glaſs we muſt always look 
to form a proper eſtimate of men and 
things), I cannot view them in any other 


point than as inſtruments raiſed up of God 


to fulfil his own word, and execute his ſore 
judgments upon myſtical Babylon ; juſt as 
he ſent the Romans to perform every tittle 
that he had foretold ſhould come upon 
Jeruſalem, even to the ploughing and 
ſowing of it with falt : and when his plea- 


| ſure is done upon that ſpiritual whore, 


who hath made all nations drink of the 
3 — ä 


( 


beine of her fornication, the weapons of 
his indignation ſhall be thrown aſide as 
an unprofitable branch; and then there 
* ſhall ariſe a people to praiſe him.“ An 
idolatrous Jehu may be raiſed up to per- 
form the word of the Lord in deſtroying 
an idolatrous people; but being only a na- 
tural man he cannot act above the prin- 
ciple of ſelf, and, like Saul, will do the 
Lord's commands partially, as it pleaſeth 
him: therefore when his work is done he 
alſo ſtands a uſeleſs inſtrument to be burnt 
or caſt away. But the art and ſubtilty of 
Mrs. Hannah More, in blending politics 
with religion, and holding up to our view 
Atheiſts and Deiſts to hide from our ſight 
that peſt and bane of all ſociety, the im- 
placable ſuperſtitious Popiſh prieſts, who 
are indiſputably the pillars of the Man 
« of Sin,” is what few females are equal 
to. To be ſure ſhe ſpins with her thread 
ſomething like religion, or rather morality, 
in order no doubt to make it more pe- 
able to thoſe who fear God: but you, Sir, 
will perceive, if you weigh it in the ba- 
lance of the ſanctuary, and try it by the 
| doctrines 
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doctrines of Chriſt, not one true evidenes 


of grace in it: though, like Jacob, ſhe 


hath put on the ſoft ſkin of the kid, which 
may deceive ſome poor old blind Iſaacs. 
I will juſt quote two or three paragraphs 
from her book, and add ſome remarks 
thereon, and then leave her as a wolf in 
a fine ſheep-ſkin: but I muſt beg leave, 
firſt, to ſtop an avenue by which ſome, 


who will not be delighted with the truths 


in theſe ſheets, will endeavour to fly from 
conviction ; and, with the cry of A de- 
t mocrat! a democrat!” throw all aſide 
as the effe of an infatuated brain. Permit 
me then ſolemnly to declare I am not, nor 
ever was, of that deſcription. And, having 


no office in the ſtate, I concern myſelf fo 


little about politics that I have ſcarce look- 
ed into a newſpaper theſe four years. As 
a rational, I have a ſentiment both religious 
and political; but as this publication is 


only to defend the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the indubitable rights of his poor af- 


flicted people, from the inroads of Po- 
pery, ſuperſtition, and oppreſſion (for who 
tees not the public, commendation and ap- 


pres 


. 


ever; though, I am perſuaded, if my pri- 

vate ſentiments could be adopted, they 

would reſtore univerſal peace and harmony 
to this diſtracted nation *. 


face, ſhe calls the Popiſh prieſt a nini ſter 


Brhamin, the Chineſe Mandarin, the E- 


gy ptian Soothſayer, and the prieſts of Baal, 
| have as good a title to that appellation as 
| that lady's clients; whom Chriſt and his 


apoſtles call Servants of Satan! Chil- 


; * Some have complained of my being too ſilent on 
; politics. At preſent I ſhall only add to the reaſon above, 


J that if my ideas on that ſubject were well digeſted, 


they would make a pamphlet alone; therefore ſuch 
muſt be content, till Providence ſhall lead me to en- 


s large on that topic, with aſſuring them, If I was of 
8 the counſel, my advice would be like the old men 
8 who counſelled Rehoboam to hearken to the ſupplica- 

tions of his people, to redreſs their grievances and 
's lighten their yoke ; ſo that by becoming their ſervant in 
” one thing, he might, by the bond of love, make them his 


„There is a time wherein one man ruleth o over others 
c to his own hurt.“ 
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plauſe of that Babyloniſh ſtrumpet), I have 


carefully avoided any political views what- 


In the ſixth page of Mrs. More's pre- 


.of God. The Pagan Prieſt, the Mahometan 


ſervants for ever; and ſeal it with the cauſe and effect 
of Rehoboam's refuſal, and the wiſer king's remark, viz, | 
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«ren of the Devil. Miniſters of un- 


* righteouſneſs . Serpents, Vipers, Hy- 
« pocrites . Whited Sepulchres,” & c. 
Here I wiſh to aſk you a ſerious queſ- 
tion, Sir; becauſe ſome hold the idea that 
every man having to do with religious ce- 
remonies is the miniſter of God, which, if 
you would ſolve by ſcripture, will di- 


rect me how to judge of many charac- 
ters who, for their robes and officiating: 


in a certain capacity, are thus termed. - 
Under the Levitical diſpenſation we know 
the Aaronites were entitled to that appel- 
lation, whether they were good men or 
bad; becauſe God had himſelf appointed 
them thereto. But under the goſpel, the 
order of prieſthood is confined to no tribe 
or external quality whatever; for our Lord, 


when he ſent out his miniſters, „called 


* to him whom he would.” And all who 
come into that office to this day, profeſs, 
or declare upon oath, to be moved 


< thereto by the Holy Ghoſt.” Now, Sir, 


the queſtion is, Whether any man, get=- 
ting into that office by a falſe oath, or pre- 
tenſion to be moved by that which he 

knows 
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knows nothing about, or perhaps denies 
the exiſtence of, is really and literally he 
miniſter of God? And whether any thing 
done to him can ſcripturally be termed an 
inſult to the Lord's ambaſſador? I think 
not: becauſe the Lord ſays, I ſent them 
© not.” Jer. xxiii. 32. and Ezek. xliv. 
«© The uncircumciſed in heart ſhall not 
« enter into my ſanctuary;“ and © They 
© ſhall not come near to me to do the office 
6 of a prieſt.” : 
I return to Mrs. More. — fays, : 
They have been accuſtomed to beſtow the ne- 
ceſſaries they are now reduced to ſolicit. Scrip- 
ture ſays (and ages of experience atteſt the 
truth), „They fleece the flock ; they eat 
« the fat, and cloath themſelves with the 
«© wool; but feed not the flock,” That 
e they are idle ſhepherds, dumb dogs that 
cannot bark, lying down, loving to 
c flumber; greedy dogs that can never have 
© enough.” That“ they devour widows 
„ houſes, and for a pretence make long 
e prayers.” And ſo far from beſtowing any 
thing, they ever have © laden men with __ 
„ grievous burdens, which they will not 


Hea _ -- remove 


E 
te remove with one of their fingers.” Now 
who is to be credited, the Word of God, 
or Mrs. Hannah More? Is not the, that 
ſo notoriouſly departeth from the truth, to 

the contradiction of Chriſt and his holy 
apoſtles, moſt evidently the daughter of 

the Father of lies ?” | 
In page 8 ſhe ſays of ſome who objected 
to their religion, Such an oljectiun hardly 
deſerves a ſerious anſwer, From thoſe 
who are like them in ſentiment 1t does 
not *: but the real children of God, who 
know 


* Here I cannot help referring the reader to a recent 
circumſtance, which ſhews how near the conduct of ſome 
of our divines (as men call them) approach to the ſuper- 
ſtitious doctrines of Papiſts, and will remove all wonder 
that they ſhould be fo open- handed to thoſe, while they 
would ſuffer a real diſciple of Chriſt to periſh even for a 
cup of cold water. The 19th of April laſt there was a 
ſolemn faſt ordained to be obſerved throughout the na- 
tion (for what reaſons I was never rightly ſatisfied); but 

did all the prelates and ſtate miniſters, who iſſued the or- 
ders, faſt on that day !—Did they not rather mak? it a 
day of feaſting and viſiting? And was it not almoſt uni- 
verſally, among the great, a day of junketing and carnal 
mirth? Well did Iſaiah fay, “ In the day of vour faſt 
te you find pleaſure, and exact all your labours: ye faſt 
« for Gate and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of 

| « wickedneſs. 


. 
know there is an antichriſt in the world, 
and that theſe Popiſh prieſts are ſome of 
the A falſe Chriſts our dear Maſter ' 


forewarned 


6 wickedneſs, —Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? 
« To looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 
« burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye | 
cc break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
« hungry; and that thou bring the poor, that are caſt 
<« out, to thy houſe? When thou ſeeſt the naked, that 
« thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyſelf from 
ce thine own fleſh?” Were any of theſe things, which 
are fo pleaſing to God, done on that day? Or was 
there a fingle inſtance of any real humbling of ſou 
among thoſe who, by ſuch hypocrifies, are the great 
troublers of the nation? And can any man, who ſees 
ſuch impoſition on the public, the poor ſimple people, 
whoſe diſtreſſes oblige them often to abſtain from food, 
commanded to faſt and refrain from, labour (which of 
courſe will oblige many to faſt the ſecond day), while 

ſome of ihe rich, whoſe god is their belly, make ita public 
feaiting, reprove the con: mon epithet, “ A public farce i”? 
Sure it is a juſt application of ſcripture to point this text 
againſt ſuch «hypocrites in Sion.“ “ Shall J not viſit 
c for theſe things, ſaith the Lord?” — Ves; verily, 
« The Lord hath a controverſy witn the inhabitants of 
« the land, becauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
« kno«ledge of God in the land.” And the time of 
the Lord's viſitation draweth nigh, when “ Fearfulneſs 
c ſhall ſurpriſe the hypocrite, and tr-mbling take hold 
ce on the workers of iniquity:” then all the hidden 
| muyſteries 


— 


cog UE" 
a9 
= : 


a - — * e 2 * S * — 
— a 2 Xo 1 2 KL 7 4s COT ut N 5 
— 2 r AAA — * : N 
anos — 


„ 
forewarned us of (teaching us to know 
them by their fruits), obey his voice, and 
wholly ſeparate from them, and will by 

ng” e 


myſteries of wickedneſs, in every church and ſtate, ſhall be 
uncovered; and men ſhall be rewarded according to their 
works: then the ſwiniſh multitude (as one calls them) 
ſhall be emancipated from the iron yoke of nefarious op- 
preſſion ; and the oppreſſors, . who pant after the duſt 
ec of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aſide 
ee the way of the meek,” and the poor from their right, 
&« ſhall fall, and never riſe up again.” It is theſe, and 
ſuch like deceits, which make men Atheiſts and Deiſts; 
who, looking for the principle of life in action, where is 
only the ſhadow or name of a Proteſtant or Chriſtian, are 
ſo ſtumbled at the diſappointment, that haſtily they con- 
clude all to be but the ſcience of prieſtcraft, and the jug- 
gle of knaves. My own mental exerciſes oblige me to 
confeſs, that the dreadful hypocrify and diſſimulation I 
have found in ſome religious characters, would have 
made me an Atheiſt or a Deiſt years ago, if I had not 
known experimentally the power of God working that e- 
vidence in my own {oul, which will ever oblige me to bear 
teſtimony that © verily there is a reward for the righte- 
* ous; verily, there is a God that judgeth in the earth.“ 


But let even an Atheiſt live in a family where God ts 


really © worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth ;** where the 
heart is frequently overflowing with unfeigned love and 
gratitude for mercics received—The ſoul, jealous of its 
weakneſs, is often humbly mourning under an affecting 


ſenſe of its own infrmities, and wreſtling with God for 


daily 
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no means touch any ſuch unclean thing: 
They hate thoſe . garments ſpotted with 
the flcſh,” which can be as familiar with _ 
Papiſts, and the moſt inveterate enemies of 
Chriſt, as with his deareſt children; and 
more ſo, if the former are rich, and the lat- 
ter poor. 

In the gth page of the preface, ſhe ſays, 
if theſe men could baue Hacr: tficed their con- 


daily increaſe of every grace eſſential to 63 bim The 
mind, in its utmoſt extremities, confidently relying on 
the Omnipotent arm, and thereby calmly compoſed, and 
humbly rejoicing under the want of all outward things 
The glory of God in the world, viſibly of more concern 
than all their temporal affairs The affections (ſo obvi- 
ouſly) ſet on things above” that, as a ſtranger and pilgrim 
here, he ſeems not at home; but is evidently making up 
all his happineſs in the proſpect of his future inheritance 
—his bowels always moving with love to the children of 
God, and his compaſſion, or eommiſſeration, drawing out 
communications of comfort, or counſel, to his afflicted, 
or miſguided brethren—and his heavenly zeal kindly re- 
prehending whatever is offenſive to his God in friend or 
foe: I fay let an Atheiſt or Deiſt live a yearly obſerver 
of ſuch vital godlineſs, and I am confident he would in 
ſome meaſure acknowledge the reality of the power of 
God ruling in the heart, however he might remain un- 
affected by that grace. See the doctrine preached by the 
Lord himſelf, Mat. v. 16, and exemplified in a notable 

example in the fixth chapter of Daniel, 
Os 9 ſcience 
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been in this country. I wiſh that wiſe lady 


could tell me what has made their con- 


ſciences ſo much tenderer now than in the 


reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. 


when they danced to the pipe of reforma- | 


tion with as good a grace as the covoror- 


capel *. Any one that hath eyes to ſee, and 
ever read eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, or Fox's 
Martyrology, will give little credit to Mrs. 
More's idea of their tender conſcience; for 
all know it was the aboliſhing of their 
prieſtcraft, which brought them ſuch in- 
ordin-te gain, that made them fly their 


country. This ſome of the moſt candid 


of them will acknowledge; for would the 
National Convention inſtate them into of- 
fices of equal profit, though it were to offer 
ſacrifice, or burn incenſe to the devil, their 
conſciences - would . ſwallow the 
draught. 

In the ſame page, adds this Romiſn ad- 
vocate, Perbaps no act of bounty to which | 


* A large ſerpent in Bengal, which, raifing its body 
upright, moves to and fro upon its tail very gacduby 
to the muſic of a contemptible pipe. 
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you may be called out, will ever cceme ſo im- 
mediately under the ſolemn and affecting de- 
Seription which will he recorded at the great 
day of account, I was a ſtranger and ye took 
me in. You, Rev. Sir, I am certain, muſt _ 
ſee the cloven foot under this fine-ſpun 
| paragraph; for the weakeſt Chriſtian, who 
is but juſt enquiing © What is truth?“ 
can evigently ſee a moſt ſhameful per- 
verſion of God's facred word ; ſuch as I 
cannot view one degree ſhort of blaſphemy. ' 
What! are thoſe miniſters of unrighteouſ- 
neſs l thoſe ſervants of Satan ! —thoſe 
prieſts of Baal !—th»ſe vipers, hypocrites, 
and devou'ers of widows, now ſo lovely in 
the eyes of a profeſſor of the proteſtant re- 
ligion (I will not ſay the goſpel) as to be 
openly avowed for the real believers in 
Chriſt, and true children of God ?—And 
will you, Mr. Romaine, any longer hold 
your peace, and eſpouſe the cauſe of the 
Whore of Babylon? I charge you, in the 
name of God and Chriſt, as ye ſhall an- 
| ſwer it at the laſt day, come forth and de- 


 elare whether you really are the true friend bh 


of Chriſt, whom you have ſo long preach- 
. ed, 


CET 
ed, or not; that his own ſimple people 
may know. who is on the Lord's fide, 
% Who?“ If Baal be God, follow him; 
ce but if the Lord is God, follow him,” and 
boldly ſtand by his cauſe, and be jealou- of 
his honour and glory, againſt all the craft 
and ſubtilty of antichriſt: for © whoto-ver 
et keth not up his croſs (ſaith our divine 
« Maſter) and followeth me, is not wor- 
„ thy of me,” I hope you will not ſay as 
one, when preſſed to juſtify by ſcripture 
ſomething in his miniſterial function 
which offended a weak believer, I have 
&* a mental reſerve ;” for while you keep 
any thing which concerns the church of 
Chriſt under cover, you are acting the 
part of an unjuſt ſteward, and are unfaith- 
ful in the diſpenſation: committed to you, 
by not * declaring the whole counſel of 
« God.” A mental reſerve is the plea of 
every carnal mind under heaven; where. 
with they repel the darts of conviction, 
when ſhot at them from the word of God. 
You know, Sir, it is the apoſtolic com- 
mand to all Chriſtians, and more eſpecial- 
by to miniſters, who by their office ** are 

T the 
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e the ſervants of all,” to © be ready at all 
« times to give a reaſon of the hope that is 
ce in them.“ I wiſh your mental reſerve 
may not be found a © having of men's 
s perſons in admiration becauſe of ad- 
« vantage.” 
You ſee that three thouſand prieſts, be- 
ſides the laity, are already diſſeminated 
through the land; what muſt conſequent- 
ly be the fruit ariſing from this ſeed ?—A 
ſcarcity of proviſion, to the almoſt famiſh- 
ing of our own poor, is the leaſt evil to 
be dreaded. Being trained to no buſineſs, 
muſt they not- apply their talents to the 
education of youth for their future ſupport? 
And will not every tutor infe& his pupils 
with his own poiſonous ſentiments ? And 
fuppoſe each to have but forty ſcholars, 
may we not ſet down a hundred thouſand 
annually of our youth, born ſubjects of our 
_ rightful ſovereign, but in heart, by the 
prejudice of education, inviolable friends 
to the Pope, and the men of that nation, 
who begat them to that man of ſin.” 

In the 5th page of her Remarks, after 


throwing out a hint that Chriſtianity con- 
I 2 — 


TI. 
fiſts much in altars, prieſts, ks; and 
inſtitutions, ſhe fays, As to the religion it- 
ſelf, this alfo they may tradute, and for their 
own part reſect, but we know from the com- 
i fortable promiſe of an authority ſiiil ſacred in 
10 this country at leaſt, that the gates of bell ſhall 


= not prevail againſt it. If the means the 


Popith religion, which the connexion im- 
plies, that is emphatically the gates of hell, 
i | which have been making war with the ſer- 
1 vants of God five hundred years; and cannot 

prevail, but are now on the eve of going 
1 into perdition themſelves: for ſacred reve- 
. 1 lation declares, That man of fin ſhall be 


5 : „ deſtroyed, in whom is found the blood 
4 of prophets, and of ſaints, and of all that 


« were flain upon the earth: after which 
© they ſang Alleluia, true and righteous are 
thy judgments ; for thou haſt judged the 
„ great Whore, which did corrupt the earth 
with her fornications, and hath avenged 
* the blood of his ſervants at her hand. 
And again, they ſang Alleluia, ane her 
«© ſmoke roſe up for ever and ever.“ 

Page 38, All the conqueſts of our Ed- 
wards and Henrys do not confer ſuch ſubſtan- 
tial 


„ 


tral glory on bur own country as ſhe derives © 
from having received, protecled, and ſupported, 


among multitudes of ſuſerers, and under cir- 
cumſtances ſo peculiarly diſaquantageous to 
herſelf, three thouſand prieſts of a nation ba- 


: bitually her enemy, and of a religion mntolerant | 


and hoſtile to her own. This lady talks 
much in the diale& of thoſe ſhe is pleading 
for; boaſting of her own ſuppoſed goodneſs, 
and glorying in that which ſhould be her 
ſhame : for Can two walk together ex- 
e cept they be agreed?“ Could the call 
them miniſters of God, unleſs ſhe is a 
worſhipper of their God:? Is not this like 
Saul, who having ſpared Agag, and the beſt 
of the ſheep, and the oxen, and the fat- 
7 lings, and all that was good; but deſtroyed 
every thing that was vile and refuſe, comes 
to Samuel with the religious lye, “ I have 
«© performed the commandment of the 


Lord.“ And when detected in his hy- 


pocriſy, ſays, It was to ſacrifice to the 
Lord thy God.” Hath the Lord as great 


delight in ſacrifice as in obeying his voice, 


which expreſsly ſays, Come ye out of 


them ſeparate vyourſelves - touch not 
4 6 : C6 the 
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« the unclean thing—have no fellowſhip - 
« with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
* but reprove them — make no covenant 
with them—ſcek not their peace or pro- 
4 ſperity for ever—remember what they 
1 did unto thee ; thou ſhalt not forget it.” 
But ſure ſhe muſt have drank freely of 
te the wine of fornication of that mother of 
4 harlots,“ to be ſo intoxicated that ſhe can 
by no means diſtinguiſh the whore's fore- 
« head” from the true bride, the Lamb's 
„wife.“ If thoſe three thouſand prieſts had 
been, as ſhe ſtudiouſly endeavours to repre- 
ſent them, Chriſtians flying from the per- 
fecuting fire and ſword, with which thoſe 
Papiſts almoſt depopulated this and many 
other countries in the fifteenth century, 
there would have been great weight in her 
argument: but I can ſee no honour in foſ- 
tering our dear Redeemer's avowed enemies, 
when God hath ſaid, Thine eye ſhall not 
* pity them, neither ſhalt thou ſpare them.” 
And again, Pray not for this people for 
their good.” If there is any honour in 
it, then the reign of Queen Mary was moſt 
glorious indeed, when all the helliſh train 
of 


( 63 
of pope, cardinals, Romiſh biſhops, prieſts, 


monks, abbots, &c. extirpated by King Ed- 


ward, were invited over here, and inveſted 
with the uncontrolled government of theſe 
realms: and as Mrs. Hannah More (who 


may be a deſcendant from that bitter perſe- 


cutor Sir Thomas More) ſees ſuch won- 


derful glory and honour in Popery, there 


is no doubt but ſhe would have made an ex- 
cellent maid of honour to that bloody queen. 


Here I will give her one more text; He 


e that ſaith unto the wicked, Thou art 
© righteous; him ſhall the people curſe, 
50 We nations ſhall abhor him; but to them 
that rebuke him ſhall be delight, and a 
„ good bleſſing ſhall come upon them,” 


Prov. xxiv. 24. and leave her with a cau- 


tion to beware leſt, by eſpouſing thoſe ene- 


mies of Chriſt, and painting falſehood in 
the habit of truth, ſhe alſo ſhould go to that 


fame place of torment „ for the 


perſecutors of his church; and addreſs my- 
{elf once more to you, Reverend Sir, with 
the entreaties of a heart full of grief for that 
inadvertent ſtep ; a ſtep perhaps the moſt 


unfavourable and unfortunate of your whole 


life; 


ta) 

life; and with energy of ſoul implore you, 
for Chriſt's ſake, and your country's pre- 
ſent peace and future welfare, if you have 
any power or influence among men, for 
this once exert it in the cauſe of our dear 
Maſter, and his poor ſimple ſheep (many 
of whom, through their honeſt ſimplicity, 
ſee not the wolf coming, though his pro- 


greſs toward them is rapid), and help to 


get theſe men out of the land. 


This nation is polluted enough with the 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, Papiſts, and Galfehearted 


Cbriſtians, among its native inhabitants; 
let us not add to its intolerable load of ini- 
quity by harbouring thoſe irreconcileable 
enemies to the goſpel from ſpiritual Baby- 


lon, leſt we be, as God hath threatened, 


partakers of their plagues ; for evidently 
& the wrath of the Lord 1 18 gone out againſt 
« them.” And I cannot help viewing the 
two firſt verſes of Jer. xv. as peculiarly ap- 
plicable to them; Then faid the Lord, 
„Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
% me, yet my mind could not be toward 
e this people; caſt them out of my ſight, 
* and let them go forth. If they fay unto 
** thee, 


e thee, Whither ſhall we go forth? Then 
„ ſhalt thou tell them, Thus faith the 
* Lord, Such as are for death, to death; 


46 ſuch as are for the ſword, to the ſword; 


& (ſuch as are for the famine, to the fa- 


„mine; and ſuch as are for captivity, to 


„ captivity.” Jer. xxx. 24. The fierce 
& anger of the Lord ſhall not return until 
he have done it: in the latter days ye 
« ſhall conſider it.“ And I cannot but think 
the Lord's diſpleaſure ſeems to hover about 
this land, for its ſpiritual dalliance, theſe 


many years with them, and their Baby- 


loniſh wares. O! let every familiar and 


advocate of theirs remember with trem- 


bling, that for one of their garments and 


a wedge of gold, Achan and his whole 


houſe periſhed. —O ! that the God of Iſ- 
rael would raiſe up ſome of his ſecret ones, 
ee yaliant for the truth upon earth,” that 
with flaming zeal for his honour and glory 
they may be inſtruments in his hand, to 
turn away his impending wrath hanging 


over our guilty heads. Let no one hy- 


pocritically, with Mrs. More, aſk, ** Lord, 


“Js it If Is it 1?“ when it is obvious'to all 


K Who 


„ 
who ſearch the ſcriptures, that every one 
% who hath a name to live and is dead,” 
1s one of the careleſs daughters of Zion, 
who provoke God's anger more than the. 
heathen; and are eventually the great 
troublers of Iſrael: for Atheiſts and Deiſts, 
who are often made ſo by the inconſiſtent 
conduct of Chriſtians, are like the publicans 
and harlots of old, who, having no pre- 


tenſions to God's grace, are ſometimes 


brought into the kingdom of heaven, while 
thoſe phariſees, who think they have a claim 
on the ſcore of their ſuppoſed goodneſs, 
are ſhut out: for, having a form of god- 
lineſs (like the man clothed, but not in the 
wedding garment), they reſt their hopes and 
evidences upon their denominations; as High 
Church, Low Church, Methodiſt, Baptiſt, 
Independent, or Diffenter, &c. inſtead of 
the word and ſpirit of God gradually tranſ- 
forming their whole man into a confor- 
mity to the will of Chriſt. 

See a moſt lively portrait of thoſe whom 
Mrs. More calls the Miniſters of God,“ 
in the following extract from Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory ; which I beg leave to introduce, 

z not 
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not ſo much for your information, Sir, as 

to delineate theſe phariſees in their true co- 

lours, to thoſe who probably never ſaw that 

wre of Babylon in ſuch a glaſs. * 

„At Avignon, in the country of Pro- 

vence, thoſe pious biſhops, abbots, &c. 
Een being aſſembled in council, to execute one 
of the moſt horrid arrets againſt the Chriſ- 
tians ever inſtigated by the devil, for the 
entire extirpation of ſeveral whole towns, 
men, women, and children, with their 
houſes, and even the trees; wherein they 
made a general compoſition, confirmed by . 
an oath, that every man ſhould endeavour 
himſelf that the ſaid arret of Marindol 

| ſhould be executed with all expedition: for, 
ſaid they, the judges are not bound to ob- 
ſerve either right or reaſon, law or ordi- 
nance ; and cannot fail, or do amiſs, what- 
ever judgment they give, ſo that it tend to 
the entire extirpation of all ſuch as are ſuſ- 
pected to be Lutherans. And one of thoſe 
biſhop's whores, in converſation, ſays it 
was enjoined her by penance, that ſhe 

| ſhould endeavour with all her power to put 
the Lutherans to death. Well, after their 
„ E11 great 
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great labour in that council for their holy 
mother the church, they went te dancing, 
diceing, &c. and then wonld e abroad 
to ſolace themſelves; and pH through 
the ſtreets, every one cad 218 minion 


on his arm, they ſaw a mii: who fold 
bawdy images and pictures, win ity 
rhymes and ballads anuexed to then, ir 


up the people to whoredom aud u . 
All theie goodly pictures, &c. were lit 
up by thoſe biſhops. And if there w.+- aiiy 
obſcure ſentence, the ſame thoſe lea 4 
prelates did readily expound, and laugh 
pleaſantly at. In the fame place, as they 
walked along, a bookteller had ſet out to 
ſale certain Bibles in French and Latin, with 
other books; when the prelates beheld theſe 
they were greatly moved, and ſaid unto him, 
Dareſt thou be ſo hardy to ſet out ſuch mer- 
chandize to ſell? He anſwered, Is not 
the Holy Bible as good as theſe goodly pic- 
tures which you have bought for theſe 
gentle women? He had ſcarce ipoken theſe 
words, but the Biſhop of Aix ſaid, I re- 
nounce my part of paradiſe if this fellow be 
not a Lutheran, Let him be taken, and 

4 DS examined 


(3 
.examined what he is. And inſtantly a 
company of knaves and ruffians, Which 
waited on thoſe prelates, began to ery out, 
A Lutheran! A Lutheran ! To the fire with 
him! To the fire with him ! and handled 
him in ſuch a manner that the poor man 
| was all embrued in his own blood before he 
came to the priſon. And though it appeared 
that he fold the Bibles with the emperor's 
licence, and his judge, leſs ſavage than 
thoſe prieſts of Bacchus and Venus, ſought 
to releaſe him with only a fine, thoſe blood- 
thirſty prowlers of the Pope haled him away 
from his mock trial to the fire, and burnt 
him alive the ſame day,” | 
Are God's children to forget what theſe 
curſed Amalekites did unto them? No; it is 
poſitively forbidden; ſee Deut. xxv. 17. 
„Remember what Amalek did unto thee 
„ by the way, when ye were come forth 
* out of Egypt: how he met thee in the 
„ way, and ſmote the hindermoſt of thee, 
* even all that were feeble behind thee, 
* when thou waſt faint and weary; and he 
£* feared not God. Therefore it ſhall be, 
* when the Lord thy God hath given thee 
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4 reft, that thou ſhalt blot out the rememse. 
& brance of Amalek from under heaven ; 
thou ſhalt not forget it.“ See alſo Jer. li. 
and Lam. jti.—** The violence done to mg 
* and to my fleſn be upon Babylon, ſhall 
e the inhabitant of Zion ſay.” — Give 
* them ſorrow of heart, thy curſe unto 
s them. Perſecute and deſtroy them in anger 
& from under the heavens of the Lord.“ 
The oil of reprehenſive truth is what few 
men can abide. And the man that will dare 
to pour it out, ſhall be more hateful and 
| abominable to the reproved than the thief 
or murderer, and more fiercely purſued than 
the wolf or the bear: for, ſaith inſpired Wiſ- 
dom, ** He that is upright in his way is an 
abomination to the wicked.“ May you, Re- 
verend Sir, be enabled to receive this like a 
wiſe man, into whom a reproof entereth 
& more than a hundred ftripes into a fool.“ 
— He that rebuketh a man ſhall after- 
« wards find more favour than he that flat- 
„ tereth with his tongue.“ They that 
„ forſake the law praiſe the wicked: but 
«« ſuch as keep the law contend with him.” 
Prov. xxvili. 4. | 


THE 


THz only reply to my firſt edition I have 
heard of, or ſeen, is a written letter, left 
for me; at the publiſher's, by one whoſe 
great boaſt is, that he is a churchmanz 
ſigned W. H. Wright, Clerkenwell. 

The letter is too illiterate and opprobri- 
ous to merit a copy here: but as there is 
ſome portion of the word of God quoted in 
it (I hope with fimplicity, though igno- 
rantly) IT ſhall not paſs it over unnoticed; 
notwithſtanding its ſcurrility, in calling me 
a devil, and a diſſenting rebel, &c. does not 
entitle the writer to an anſwer. 

The encomiums on Mr. Romaine, for 
what he calls / one of the moſt benevolent 
« actions, I ſtep over with only this re- 
mark, viz. that in his high-minded ſteeple- 
fied head it appears a greater benevolence to 
maintain the Papiſts, while obſtinately 
holding their idolatrous ſuperſtition, than to 
ſupply the wants of our own poor, or 
_** diſtributing to the neceſſity of the ſaints,” 


or even to thoſe who have relieved us in 


times paſt, 
His 
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is this, viz. ** I admit that there are many 


“of our countrymen out of employ, but it 
c chiefly ariſes from a ſpirit of idleneſs and 
& ſloth.” Though of ſome individuals this 
may be true, it is a moſt ungodly ſlander, 
and a bearing falſe witneſs againſt thou- 
5 ſands of his neighbours,” whoſe late em- 
ployers could teſtify their principle of in- 
duſtry if work was to be had. If Mr. 
Wright is a godly man, he may perhaps be 
brought mto a ſtate of poverty, to make 
him feel his own unchriſtian ſlander. And 
I am perſuaded that Mr. Romaine will be 
as much aſhamed of this his advocate, and 
his arguments, as I ſhould to be the author 
of them. But to meet Mr. Wright on his 
own ground; if his nefarious charge was 
true in the general, till they are full of as 
much uſe in the community as Popiſh 
prieſts, and a thouſand times leſs prejudicial: 
for if goſpel precepts forbid us to maintain 
any in idleneſs, ſure idleneſs infected with 
principles contageous as the plague is leſs to 
be encouraged. We know that though 
they axe too idle to ſet their hands to labour, 


vet 


<4 6s 3 


yet they are not like ſome of our narcotic 
parſons, who care not what falſe doctrines are 5 
received, if they are well fed by the flock ; 
but (as our Lord teſtifies of them) ** will 
© compals ſea and land to make a proſelyte: 
therefore wherever they come a ſpiritual 
plague i is to be looked for at their hands, 
If Mr, Romaine had been as ignorant, of 
this as many who have :nconfdeentely com- 
municated to them, ſome excuſe. might be 
allowed him: but, alas! is it not too obvi- 
_ ous by that tranſaction, that while he 
would © ſtand afar off” from a Diſſenter, 
for fear of polluting his canonical robes, he 
would s an idolatrous Papiſt 1 in his 
prieſtly habit? 

Mr. Wright's 's next plea is, that «+ the 
& poor of this kingdom have a claim on 
+ their reſpective 8 Ves, ſuch a 
one as it is !—and a juſt claim too for 
many who are reduced in old age, 
through the covetouſneſs and apathy of 
thoſe who call them brethren, to claim this 
debt, have previoully helped to ſupport their 
pariſh and ſtate too. Have not the Papiſts 
a fimilar claim on the popedom, which they 


"© have 
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have maintained, and even now devote theip 


lives and ſubſtance to uphold ? Let them 
then go and make their claim of thoſe gods 
be they ſerve. But let me aſk Mf. 
Wright, Do the pariſhes allow every pau- 
per half a guinea a week ? Is it not noto- 
rious that balf 2 crown a head is a common 
price given with them; and few, if any, 


pariſhes g give above three ſhillings and ſix- 


pence. Now if tirey had been“ ſtrangers 
& from a far land,” what equity can juſtify 
ſuch partiality ? But if Mr. Wright ſhould ; 
ever be neceſſitated to make good his claim 

to this parochial benefit, De will doubtleſs 


taſte the ſweets of it better than I can de- 


ſcribe it; eſpecially if he has lived in eaſe 
and affluence. 
His next and moſt welghty arg ument, ts 


a quotation of that ſcripture 1 refer to in 


the laſt line on the tenth page, with a cu- 
rious application of it, thus: 1 think“ (if 1 
e underſtand what 1 read) that the poſitive 
66 command of God! is to pray | for our ene- 
by mies, to do good to them that deſpitefully 
«© uſe us, to bleſs them that curſe us, &c. 


| 6 but theſe people never did us a ſingle i in- 


. * 


GC jury 


ts ) 
te. jury in their lives.” This uſe of * 


text, though the aſſertion is falſe, plainly, 


ſhews he has no diſapprobation of them as 


the antichriſtian oppoſers of Chriſt's king- 
dom; but implies, if they had injured us we 
are juſtified in revenging it, in direct con- 
tradiction to thoſe poſitive commands he 


pretends to lay ſuch ſtreſs upon: whereas, 
having no perſonal quarrel againſt them, 


we are better enabled to loſe fight of ſelf in 
the matter, and preſerve a File eye to the 


glory of God—the welfare of Zion—the 


danger of the ſtate in being again overrun 


with popery—and, the injury done to the 
poor of our own country. But the chief 
object with Mr. Wright ſeems to be to hide 
Mr. Romaine from reproof, and preſerve 


the reading-deſks and ſteeples to our 


churches ; which he fays the Diſſenters 
want to rob them of: but of that in its 
courſe. And as he modeſtly ſays, ** if 1 
underſtand what I read,” I will add ſome 
further thoughts on that text, Matth. v. 24. 
But it muſt firſt be granted that there ſub- 
ſiſts an eſſential difference between our per- 
| ſonal enemies and Chriſt's enemies; and 
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alſo between natural unconverted men and 


the adherents of the great man of ſin, or 
papal antichriſt (though both deſcriptions 
may exiſt in one perſon), or elſe we ſhall 


_ confound many paſſages in ſcripture as ut- 


terly inexplicable: for the Bible is ſuch a 
chain, that if all the links be not united it 
will not hold; and without that diſtinction 
we fhall make Paul, and St. John the be- 
loved diſciple (not to mention Elijah, who 
flew four hundred of them at once, and 


other Old Teſtament ſaints) heinous tranſ- 
greſſors againſt the commands of Chriſt: 


for Paul not only prays againſt Alexander the 


copperſmith, but ſays, I with they were 


e cut off which trouble you,” . e. from the 


church of Chriſt. And St. John fays, if 


there come any unto you and bring not this 


« doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, 


& neither bid him God ſpeed ; for he that 


* biddeth him God ſpeed is partaker of his 
evil deeds.” And St. Paul, ſpeaking of 


ſuch a one, ſays, Let him be accurſed?” 


| (Grieve not at it). And obſerve, we no where 


find the Lord ſaying, Love, bleſs, pray for, 
and do good to MY ENEMIES. Now, if you 
: e 3 


© Con 
can abſtract them from the papal antichrif- 

tian church, or bring good proof that they 
are come out of it, they are then as natural 
men objects of our regard, though they may 

be our perfonal or national enemies; but 

even then not in preference to our own 

poor; who, beſides the multitude of ſcrip- 
tures which enjoin our attention to them, 
have a claim in equity to be ſupported by 
that ſtate which they, as members of, have 
contributed their quota to maintain. But 
how is it poſſible to abſtract them from pa- 
pal antichriſt while they openly profeſs the 
papal doctrines, and hold every perſon in 
the univerſe accurſed of God who is not of 
their church. Chriſtians have enemies 
enough among common wicked men, who 
hate us, P's; us, and perſecute us, beſides. 
thoſe of Antichriſt's kingdom, and they are 
entitled to our prayers. © Some will fay, 
Theſe are Chriſt's enemies too. It is true 
they are in a ſtate of natural enmity; but 
they have not profeſſedly enliſted under that 
_ papal antichriſtian kingdom which has been 
at war, temporally and ſpiritually, with 
_ Chriſt and his members for many centuries, 
| and 


78 ) 


and will till he appointed time of theif 
complete deſtruction cometh. But, taking 
them in the light of ur enemies, how are 
we to do them good, to bleſs or pray for 
them? We cannot conſiſtently pray for 
their proſperity in oppoſition to the proſpe- 
rity of Chriſt's kingdom : for that would 
not be to do them 200d, or bleſs them; but 
eventually to curſe them. I know of no 
petition that ſcripture dictates for them, but 
that (if there are any among them included 
in this text, other ſheep I have which 
“ are not of this fold”) they may be 
brought out of myſtical Babylon; which is 
to weaken that kingdom, and is the moſt 
effectual way of bleſſing them and doing 
them good : but all communication with 
them, while under Antichriſt's banner, is 
expreſsly forbid, ſee Eph. v. 11. Have no 
« fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
% darkneſs, but rather reprove them : for 
« jt is a ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things 
«© which are done of them in ſecret.” Is 
it not well known that 7he/e holy men, 
who ſay all will be damned that are out of 
their church, and whom Mrs. More calls 
3 | 5+ miniſters 


a) 


40 miniſters of God,” under the pretence of 


confeſſing and abſolving filly women laden 


with iniquity, have the moſt criminal ac- 


ceſs to every man's wife of their idolatrous | 


PRO. See alſo 2 John 10, 11. Rom. 
xvi. 17. and Gal. 1. 9, &c. 

"Nas Mr. Wright argues like a Nabe 
churchman, and fo oh Beckdh they have 
< had the misfortune to be educated in the 
errors of the Romiſh church, they in 
ce their diſtreſs muſt be abandoned to want 
* and miſery.” Does he reaſon thus for 
thoſe idle perſons he ſpeaks of, whom he is 
for abandoning becauſe they are idle. Their 


being brought up in indolent habits ſeems 


no palliation of their guilt with him. The 
ſame of thieves and robbers; many of 


whom are educated in the ſcience from 


their infancy, ſome by their own parents; 
but this education 1s no extenuation of their 
crimes, nor procures any mitigation of their 
puniſhment with our courts which ſentence 
them to the gallows. The argument has 
juſt the ſame weight againſt the Papiſts, 
who know by the light of nature, if they 
did not read the Bible, that idleneſs, adul- 


ter y, 


| 
| 
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tery, religious robbery and deceit, are crimes =. 
which they themſelves would punith in 
others: therefore their conſcience con- 
demns them as well as the thief or loiterer: 
conſequently ſhould be. as obnoxious to 1 
ciety as thoſe. 

Next, after n chat I AO ſuſ- 
pect him to be a Papiſt, he ſays, I am 
not a bigoted Diſſenter, who would de- 


e throne our gracious ſovereign, overturn 


6 the conſtitution and government, de- 
* ſtroy the churches, or at leaſt rob them 
of their reading-deſks and ſteeples ; as 
your party would with to do: for I know, 
6 by your manner of writing, you are a 
„ Diflenter.” This infamous ſlander upon 
the body of Diſſenters I leave; having ſeen 
ſome late publications of theirs which 
proves this proud churchman is not aſham-_ 
ed to lye, when he wants to ſhew his hatred 
to Diſſenters and his love to Papiſts, who 
by profeſſion are his kinsfolks, and, like 

wicked Ahab, he can call an accurſed Ben- 
| hadad his brother: but the true Chriſtian, 
let him be of what denomination he will, 
cannot, dare not call any of the e 


pers 


pers of Aiitichriſt brother. By his preſurits, 
ing knowledge of my being a Diſſenter, he 
proves as fallible as his holy mother- 
„church; for it fo happens that I never 
did affume any diſtinction among men, ac- 
cording to the admonition, Call no man 
66 maſter = but can cordially embrace a real 
Chriſtian'of any perſuaſion and receive the 
true goſpel from miniſters of any name: 
yet if men are pleaſed to call me after the 
miniſter I moſt commonly hear, or place of 

worthip I ufvally attend, I might fay, as 
well as Mr. Wright (if 1 choſe to be fo 
vaingloriouſly emptychesded) Jam (lam 
C proud to ſay) a member of the church of 
England;“ and while he only profeſſes 
to © admire her articles and doctrines, my 
anxious with and endeavours are to have all 
divine or ſcripture doctrines wrought as 4 
living acting principle in my ſoul : for He- 
rod appears, with this churchman, to have 
admired them, and done many things, yet 

was but a wicked Herod till. 
Though I have a high veneration for the 
reformers and cortipilers s of the church form 
of prayer, as glorious martyrs of Jeſus 
M - Chriſt, 


Fd 
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Chriſt, yet I cannot with this bigot, and 
Mrs. More, ſwallow all that the church 
would pour down my throat, as the moſt 
perfect to be obtained in this imperfecł ſtate 
of things. I grant it might be ſo at the 
time it was firſt inſtituted, when this 

church juſt emerged out of popery, and 
which accounts for its retaining ſo many 
popiſh relics; but I cannot be induced to 
believe the underſtanding of a child is equal 
to one of two hundred years experience; 
and think the church, as well as individuals, 
in proportion as it became a man, by age, 
experience, and freedom from popiſh tutors 
and governors, ſhould have ** put away 
„ thoſe childiſh things.” - 

You may ſee the deadly hypocriſy of this 

proud churchman in the concluſion of his 
letter. After wiſhing me ſome corporal 
puniſhment for writing the truth, which 
he does not like (not Mrs. More for per- 
verting ſeripture, and falſely delineating the 
* like Chriſtians), he adds, From 
all diſſenting rebels, Good Lord deliver 
us!“ —Obſerve, he wants no deliverance 
from his own proud heart and corrupt na- 
» ture, 


663 


ture, nor from popery and ſuperſtition, or 
that religious ſpirit of deceit which has 
made a whole nation turn atheiſts or deiſts; 
and will make innocent blood in ſome places 
riſe up to the horſes bridles: but thoſe that 
diſſent from his ſuperſtitious ideas, who 
cannot ſee with his bigoted eyes, becauſe 


be cannot by ſaripture prove them wrong, 


in order to render them odious in the ſight 
of men, infamouſly ſlanders with the name 
of rebels. : 

In reply to kis poſtſcript, which charges 

me with being aſhamed of my name, 
1 have only to fay, truth is ſuch a bul- 
wark, that no name can ſtrengthen or 
weaken it; and its intrinſic merit ſuch as 
my name can neither invalidate, or increaſe 
its ſterling worth. Mr. Romaine, I am 
perſuaded, knows who it came from, by 


the reference to a former letter I wrote 


him, with name and addreſs at length, 
which now appears in page 91 of this edi- 
tion. And as he had not the civility to 
anſwer that, he was not entitled to my 
name or addreſs in this publication: befides 
ft all things are not expedient,” Thoſe 

: M2 | bigots 


| 4 940 
bigots to mother church, who have played: 
the aſſaſſin before, can act it over again. 


e That hidequs f ight, a naked human heart 1 


Well does the prophet ſay, it is et 
above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it? And we may add, It is 
deep as hell, who can ſearch it out? Lift 


but a corner of its veil and you may ſee a 5 
chamber of its imagery in that man, and ſet 
of men, who pretend to ſuch compaſſionate 
feelings of humanity as conſtrain them to 


& receive, protect, and ſupport," and thus 
againſt God's command ſeek the welfare 


and proſperity of three thouſand Amalakitiſh 


idolators, while they not only ſuffer our 


own poor, and ſome who have contributed: 


to the ſupply of their neceffities, to perith 
through want, but even approve of that 
ungodly war which deſtroys our own coun- 
trymen and nejghbours by hundreds and by 


thouſands ; and, like cannibals, rejoice in 


that helliſh effuſion of human blood. Is not 
this ** covering violence with his garment ? 


Therefore take heed to your ſpirit that 


++ ye deal not treacherouſly,” You know 
| where 


( 


** it is written, Q, e prieſts ! x Fs 


will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to 
6 heart, to give glory unto my name, ſaith 
che Lord of hoſts, Iwill even ſend a curſe 
5 apen you, and I will curſe your bleſſings. 
As you, Reverend Sir, are reported to he 


an advocate for that human butchery, con- 


deſcend to inform an inquiring mind What 
we are at war about. Is it to give that 


power again to Antichriſt in a neighe + 


bouring nation which God hath taken 
from him ?—If it is (though I am na. 
prophet, nor a prophet's ſon) I am bold to : 


aver, from the revealed will of God in his 


word, it will not proſper: and though the 
inſtruments God has appointed to the work 
be ſmitten, and there remained but 


8 wounded meg among them, yet ſhalt 


c they riſe up and deſtroy the people 
5s againſt whom the Lord hath indignation 
66 for ever.“ Jer. and Mal. And They 
„ that help them (we read) ſhall fall with 
„them.“ He that rejoiceth at calamity” 


55 ſhall not go n ” faith the wiſe . 
King. 13 | 
Now, Rev. Sir, permit me, in 10 5 ſenond 

edition, 


5 


edition, to addreſs a few more ſerious lives | 
to you. Either you or I am indiſputably 
wrong. If you have acted wiſely, and 
fincerely done the will of your heavenly 
Father, as revealed in ſcri pture, without 
any human influence, I am wrong in re- 
proving you for it. But as I moſt ſolemnly 
aver before God, who trieth the hearts 
tand fearcheth the reins of the children of 
men,“ I have written in fimplicity of 
ſpirit, free from all perſonal malignity (for 
I really eſteem you as a miniſter of Chriſt, 
and an elder brother) I appeal to the whole 
church of God to judge between us, 
knowing that I (as well as you) am en- 
titled to this Chriſtian privilege in Gal. 
vi. 1. If a man be oyertaken in a fault, ye 
* which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch a one in 
& the ſpirit of meekneſs. Therefore it is 
your indiſpenſable duty, as a Chriſtian, and 
there lies a ſpecial obligation upon you, as a 
miniſter of much learning and lang experi- 
ence, to ſhew me, out of the word of God, 
wherein I have materially erred. ' You 
know that, in the judgment of all ſenfible 
men, opprobrious terms will not ſupply the 
| defect i 


« * ) 
defer of argument, or the want of ferips 


ture to maintain your ground; why then 
ſhould your mil; guided friends oblige me to 


refute their abuſe with our dear Maſter Ip 


plea againſt his malignant perſecutors, VIZ. 
« If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the 
« evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me”? 
with the tongue? Their condemning 
the book for a ſandals ſcurrilous publi- 
cation, is no refutation of its arguments; and 
their calling me a devil, a diſſenting rebel, 
a blaſphemer, and no Chriſtian, unleſs they 
can prove my general principles of action 
and conduct in life do juſtify ſuch epithets, 
only weakens their cauſe, and will always, 
by ſuch inference as this (the ſword of ſcur- 
rility is drawn when the ſhield of truth fails) 
recoil upon you and themſelves. Come 
then, dear Sir, as a member with me of one 
body in Chriſt, ſhew your Chriſtian bro- 
ther wherein he is greatly wrong, if you 
can; and I will gladly obey the apoſtolic 
precept, ** Confeſs your faults one to an- 
s other:“ but if you cannot, humble your- 
ſelf under the hand of God, and imitate that 
great faint the king of Iſrael, and man after 


_ Gits ien Pear, ard FREY ce PE: OR, 


and done fooliſhly,” And be affured it 
wilt be no difparagernent to you as a man 
| 'of ſenſe, a Chriſti lan, or a miniſter, to ſhew 
the world, that though, through infirmity 
of the fleſh, you, like us poor weaklings, 
are liable to fall, you are not aſhamed by 
compunction and conceſſion to riſe. This 
will more highly exalt you in the eſteem of 
Pour dear Maſter, and all his beloved fer- 
vants your brethren, and in every ſenſible 
mind, than a tacit approbation of that 
which by feriptuie you cannot juſtify, and 
Will 3 attach you! to 1 * 
tions A 


Your poor, aggrieved, 


Chriſtian brother, 3 
A5. 1793. e 


> - an 


— 


— 


* the reaſon. given, in the note in 
page 1, for m the following letter, 
1 have this to add, that having band that 
Mr. Romaine ſhould ſay, He has not been 
applied to in behalf of the French Bible So- 
ciety: 


(89 ) 
ciety : The real fact is, that in November 
laſt the committee of that ſociety nomi- 


nated two or three gentlemen to wait on 


Mr. Romaine, to requeſt him to preach for 
the Society; but his known incivility ſeemed 
ſuch a bar of acceſs, that no one attempted 


to call on him for that purpoſe. In con- 


verſation with a valuable friend of his I 
mentioned this circumſtance, with this re- 
mark, viz. that ſome diflenting miniſters 
had exprefled a willingneſs to eſpouſe the 
cauſe; but the Society was not forward to 


accept the offer before ſome eminent miniſ- 


ter of the eſtabliſhment had taken it up: 

becauſe it is well known, that though diſ- 
ſenters will follow the church in any public 
good, ſome ſtiff churchmen will not follow 
diflenters: upon which this friend, under 
a very ſtrong conception that I ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, preſſed me to call on Mr. Romaine 


myſelf, and told me his moſt leiſure hour, 


viz. about eight o'clock in the morning. 
At this requeſt I waited on him next morn- 
ing at that hour, A ſervant opened the 


door; and on informing her maſter a gen- 


tleman wanted to ſpeak with him, out he 
Eo ä 


| Cn 
came from an adjacent room, and taking the 
ſtreet door in his hand, with no very plea- 
| fant countenance demanded my buſineſs; 


which he permitted me to open ſo far as to 


fay, ** I have taken the liberty to wait upon 


„vou, Sir, in behalf of the French Bible 


„ Society;” and then ſternly replied, I am 


e not a friend to it I am not a friend to 
it.“ This abrupt anſwer, before I had 
properly explained my errand, induced me to 


depart a little chagrined: and on ſhutting 
the door, in a milder tone (as if conſcience 


rebuked him) he added with emphaſis, * But 


© I wiſh it may ſucceed with all my heart.“ 


At the next meeting of the committee, I. 
communicated the circumſtance, and re- 


marked that, from the complexion of the 
latter part of his reply, he probably, .upon 
mature reflection, might eſpouſe the cauſe, 
and, if approved of, I would write to him. 


In conſequence thereof I drew up the fol- 
lowing letter, and read it before the next 


committee previous to my ſending it. It 
received their approbation, and I was re- 


queſted to ſend it, and tranſcribe a copy of : 


it for the uſe of the Society. I can now 
LEY, only 
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. 
only ſay, this letter was ſent to Mr. Ro- 
maine by the Penny Poſt, having received 
no anſwer from him whatever. 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


I nave no apology to » wid; for 
this intruſion on your attention, becauſe 
our dear Maſter (whoſe cauſe I with you ta 
eſpouſe) needs none, when aſking his ſer- 
vants previouſly to diſſeminate the know- 
ledge of him where he himſelf would 
come. 

You may ropaliadt:; a perſon waiting on 
you, to aſk your aſſiſtance to the Firewall 
Bible Society: A work which, if God 


ſhould own, may be inſtrumental to en- 


lighten thouſands, perhaps millions, with 


the true knowledge of God, who have long 


fat in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 


bound with the chains of ſuperſtition, under 
the Sinior of the beaſt and falſe prophet®. 


- Alluding to the Society's wiſh t to propagate the 
Scriptures not only i in Popiſh, but in Pagan and Maho- 


metan countries, 
N 2 O Sir! 
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O Sir! if you and I, and the many thou- 
fands in England, who have taſted that 


good word of God, and found it ineffably 


precious to us, ſhould one day hear of the 


grace of God ſpringing up, and overſpread- 


ing that land where Satan's ſeat hath been 


ſo many years eſtabliſhed, will it not fill 


our ſouls with holy rapture, and conſtrain 
us with exultation to ſhout, “ Let it fill 
tothe breadth of thy land, O Emmanuel.“ 
Then, my dear fir, I am certain it will be 


no grief of heart for you to look back, and 


recollect that you was ſolicited (and may I 
ſay prevailed on) by a ſimple follower of the 
Lamb, to expand your mind, and unite with 
your Maſter's inſtruments in being help- 
ers together with God” to promote what 
Zion hath long prayed for, viz. That the 
* kingdoms of this world may become the 
e kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt.” 

The reply you made to my requeſt, I 
think, upon mature reflection, you muſt 
diſapprove. It was ſhort, but ſo paradoxi- 
cal as rendered it impoſſible to know your 
real ſentiments. Permit me, Sir, to recite 
it in your own words, viz. I am not a 
8 | te friend 


Sled c m3 


( 


44 friend to it — but I with it may ſucceed, 
„ with all my heart.” What! Mr. Ro- 


maine not a friend to the publiſhing of the 


Bible, with a ſimple view to extend it 


throughout t that nation where, for ages, it 
has been prohibited in their own tongue ? 
And not that nation only, but, if the ao 


hand of our God be with us and eſtabliſh _ 


this work, we wiſh it to ſpread from nation 
to nation, and from kingdom to kingdom, 
till all the ſavage nations on the earth obtain 


the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, —What! 
Mr. Romaine not a friend to it, and yet 


with his whole heart with it ſucceſs ?— 


This is myſterious. —Forgive me if I err in 
judgment, but I cannot underſtand you, 
unleſs I take the firſt part for the voice of 


the man, and the latter for the voice of his 
_ Father's Spirit ſpeaking in him: eſpecially 


as the laſt clauſe was expreſſed with pecu- 
liar emphafis, as if conſcience, at that in- 


ant, reſiſted the bias of the mind, and ſug- 


geſted in your Maſter's behalf, If a friend 

t* to me, be a friend to my word.“ 
Indeed I have thought ſince, if inſtead of 

ek ſervant it had been his Maſter-I addreff- 
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ed, who has enjoined us to be courteous to 
all men, he would have aſked me in, and 
patiently have heard the whole of my er- 
rand. Though I am content to be {lighted 
(for I am nothing), yet I cannot unconcern- 
edly ſee my Maſter's cauſe {lighted by thoſe 
whom I eſteem as his ſervants and beloved 
children. . It always gives a poignant 
wound to my ſpirit; yet I am certain, how- 
ever the fleſh may prevail at ſeaſons, by a 
tenacious attachment to noneflential ideas, 
you can as eaſily ceaſe to be, as forbear to 
love the word of God: therefore I have 
undertaken to intreat and perſuade you to 
eſpouſe the French Bible Society, as Boaz 
eſpouſed Ruth ; who, though ſhe was - 
black *, was really of his kindred. If I 
| Knew your objections I ſhould be very glad 
to remove them: for I muſt ſay, in the 
courſe of my application to ſome hundreds, 
1 have not yet met with a weighty argu- 
ment againſt it: the moſt feaſible I will 
candidly inform you of, with ſome re- 
marks. gt. 


_ # Alluding to ſome of his words againſt Difſenters. 


The 


CC %% 
he firſt and moſt general objection is, 
That this is not the fit time, i. e. not the 
Lord's time.“ How they get this Know- | 
ledge I am as unable to tell, as they are to 
ſay, when the fit time will be. Juſt fo the 
Iſraelites reſiſted the Lord's prophet Haggai 
when he bade them build his houſe in * 
ruſalem, profanely alledging The time is 
* not come.” Will God open men's hearts 
to do any good in the earth at an im- 
proper time? Or who can ſay, This is not 
his time to do it in? O that he would now 
ſtir up the ſpirit of his people, to ſet theit 
hands heartily to this branch of his work, 
in diſtributing that word by which they 
themſelves come to the ſaving knowledge 
of his will. 
Secondly, The troubles and cane 
which have overſpread that nation, are ſup- 
poſed, by ſome, to render our aim imprac- 
ticable . This is limiting the Holy One 
SE 1 of 
'* While I aſſure the public, that at the date of this 
letter, and long before, there appeared an effectual open- 
ing of doing much good, I cannot help lamenting the 


dackwardneſs of many, * wiſh abundant proſperity to 


- = 


1 
of Ifrazl, who is infinite in counſel and 
ſtrength; and will he draw out the hearts of 
his people to ſend forth his word, and not 
make a way for its reception? Had Tindal, 
and all others, reaſoned like thoſe, when 
this land was juſt emerging from papal ſu- 
perſtition, and the ſcriptures were enter- 
tained at the peril of men's lives, who could 
tell but we might have remained without 
them to this Fed Has not God in all ages 
ſent the ſword, confuſion, and bloodſhed, 
as harbingers of his truth and grace, in all 
lands whither it has ever yet come? If we 
turn back to a ſimilar ſtate of religion, 
when the wicked ſons of Eli preſided in the 
church, we ſee it recorded that The 
word of the Lord was precious in thoſe 
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the ſpread of the Scriptures, in coming forward with their 
aſſiſtance, which would have enabled the Society to ſet 
the preſs to work ſoon enough to have printed and diſtri- 
buted both Old and New Teſtament long before the war 
broke out. At preſent, for want of an open communi- 
cation, we are at a ſtand. The laſt letter from our 
printer in Paris, dated the 6th March, 1793, informs us 
that he had got three ſheets of the New Teſtament com- 
poſed—that he found difficulty in procuring the paper we 
ordered—and that nothing ſhould ever induce him to £9 
from his n. by 


days, 


tay 


t« days, becauſe there was no open viſion.” N 
And if but a few receive it to whom it 


Proves precious, will not that abundantly 
compenſate all your work and labour of love 
to convey it to them? 

The third objection is, that the Proteſtants 
of France ought to have been the firſt in 
ſuch a work *. But if, like too many Pro- 
teſtants here, they are ſpiritually aſleep and 
half hearted, how can they, with life and 
activity, ſet their ſhoulders to it? And if 
God is pleaſed to confer this honour on 


England, that it may be ſaid of us, From 
you ſounded out the word of God, which 


is gone abroad into all the world,“ let 
none who ſincerely love the truth draw 
back from ſuch a privilege when offered 
him. OE 1 
Ih be fourth objection with ſome is, that 
ſuch a ſpirit of Atheiſm ſeems to prevail 


there ſo unverially, that to offer them the 


* Here it is neceſſary to acquaint the public, that 


another letter from our printer informs us he has got ſome 
ſubſcriptions for it in Paris; and a reſpectable miniſter 


of a Proteſtant congregation there, who has undertaken 


to reviſe the work for us, has got ſome more. 


vv Bible, | 
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Bible, while i in ſuch a ke is denied fa” 


natical, or bordering upon madneſs, To 
this my reply is—lIf the Bible does not re- 
form them, nothing under heaven will; 


and I am bold to aver, if they had been as 
converſant with that awfully neglected booæ 
as with the writings and maxims of Vol- 
taire, ſuch principles had not reigned among 
them: and I am certain the parallel, which 
{ome draw from this objection, of preparing 
the ground for the ſeed, i. e. ſtaying till 
they are more reformed and ſettled in their 
ideas, 1s, unſcriptural, and contrary to all 


true Chriſtian experience; for I read, 


„The preparation of the heart (as well as) 

e the anſwer of the tongue, is from the 
Lord.“ And ſhall we impiouſly dictate 
to God, and ſay, The hearts of Atheiſts and 
Deiſts is too dry and barren a ſoil for him 
to ſow his ſeed in? God forbid ; and for- 
give the thought in thoſe who have enter- 
tained it, Though we may be induced to 
view. them in that ſtate of alienation from 
God in which the prophet ſaw Iſrael, when 
he ſaid, I only am left, and they ſeek my 
wy Sri yet there y be ſome of God's 


ſecret 


163 0 
ſecret ſeven thouſands for all that: let us 
then take Solomon's advice, * In the morn- 


sing ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 


hold not thine hand; gathering aſſuredly. 


That as God in his providence appears to be. 


ſhaking all nations, the deſire of all nations 


(in his ſecond advent) is at hand. If the 


diſciples were exhorted in thoſe primitive 


days To lift up their heads becauſe their 
5 redemption drew nigh,” ' how much cauſe. 
have we to lift them up, who are ſeventeen 
| hundred years nearer to that bleſſed advent. 
May the Divine Spirit {weetly incline us to 


covet to be employed: by our gracious Maſ- 


ter, and cagerly to ſet our hand to every 


pious work, that tends to the fulfilment of 
thoſe promiſes which remain to be accom- 
pliſhed antecedent to his glorious coming : 


This goſpel ſhall fieſt be * in all 


the world. 
Fifthly, ſome 3 ee it to 


be a good work, but objected to ſet their | 


hand to it, becauſe it originated among Diſ- 
ſenters. This argument is too trifling to 
be refuted, had it not been advanced by 


ny whom 1 highly eſteem for their uſe- 


Os = fulneſs 
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fulnefs in the church of Chriſt. 1 Fü 
Reverend Sir, ſuch a motive will have no 
influence to damp the ardent with you ex- 


preſſed for its ſucceſs: for if we withhold 


from public good becauſe men of various 


ſentiments, or even erroneous principles, 
will lend an helping hand, we muſt recede 
from every liberal inſtitutiorn. 
Sixthly, But is there not ſome del 
view, or ſomething elſe than the Bible or 
Teſtament, bung ted with it? ſay ſome. 
As T have officially written the letters to, 
and tranſeribed the letters from, the corre- 
ſpondents, I can with undiſſembled truth 
aver, that to publiſh the pure ſcriptures, as 
printed by the paſtors of Geneva in 1726 or. 
1727, is the ſole object of the Society, un- 
connected with any thing elſe whatever: 
and their anxious wiſh is to put it into the 


hands of thoſe who have not been ſuffered 


to read that ſacred word unadulterated, be- | 
fore they embrace the Greek church, or 


any doctrines formed by men; in hopes 
that the ſame Divine Spirit which hath 
enlightened this iſland will ſhine upon 
them: being perſuaded (notwithſtanding 


the 


. 101 Ih 1 
che diſmal appearance of Atheiſm) “ That 


the Lord hath much people there.“ 


Should any doubt {till ariſe, that ſecretly” 


ſome texts may be altered to ſerve ſome» 


private purpoſes, 1 know no way ſo effec" 
tual to prevent it, as calling in all the ſincere 


_ godly we poſſibly can to an active part in 


the work. I have, ſince. joining them in 
October laſt, brought in near eighty ſub- 
ſcribers, moſt of whom I truſt” are true- 
hearted men, and ſome of them your ſin- 


cere friends. It was at the requeſt of one 


of theſe that I preſumed to wait on you at 
firſt : who fondly conceived you would 
readily embrace ſuch an opportunity to 
ſpread abroad your Maſter” 1 

I have now candidly laid the moſt 1 
ſible objections that have been made againſt. 
it, leaving its advantages to be ſnowed by 
your ee vader , and unfeigned 


2 love to that bleſſed word of our dear Maſ- 


tore --- 

The firſt ſheet of ha New Teſtament 
we have received from our printer in Paris: 
and I would with pleaſure, if permitted, 


wait on vou with it fes your inſpection. 


RES | We 


+ 


(as . 
We ſhall print the New Teſtament (our 
finances not yet enabling us to begin the 
Old) at about fourpence three farthings 
each. The whole ten thouſand copies in 
ſheets amounting to only about two bun- 
8 Hangs * 
| | I: am, YO ha, 
- Reverend and Dear Sir. & 
With all due reſ pect and Chriſtian love, 
Vour humble Servant, &o* 5 


January 4+ b 7 


1 mall ſay but little of your refuſal to af- 
At ; in diſſeminating the Seriptures; ; becauſe 
I conceive the ſame prejudices of a narrow 
mind, which influenced thoſe who made 
the fifth objection, might have ſome weight 
with you; but if you Adee any feeling for 
your brethren in affliction, permit me to 


drop a few more reflections, to try, if poſ- 
ſible, to bring it into che evidence of life by 


action. 


. As Mr. R. burns all anonymous letters, it is need- 
ful to obſerve, the Author's name and reſidence were at 
full length i in the original. 5 
p RN How 


( 163 ) To 

| How melancholy the fight, to . but a 
few of thoſe who have, ſome forty—ſome 
fifty—ſome ſixty—and ſome even fort four- 
ſcore years, contributed to the. ſupport of 
their country, now ſo neglected, injured, 
and oppreſſed by their brethren, that when 
work fails, or age and infirmity render ther 
_ uſeleſs, they are compelled, by the tortures 


of pinching hunger, publicly to alis the 55 
cold hand of n and,; 


* 0 ſhock us more, folicit it in vain,” 


How affecting to reflect, who, or what 
hath made the difference? Why are not 
we the beggars, they the donors ? What 
religious virtue, or moral excellency, have 
the rich more than the poor? Are they of 
finer clay, or caſt in a better mould? No; 
Have we not all one Father ? =How can we 
ſolve theſe queries without the ſacred word; 

which, to calm the needy, ſaith, ** the poot 

<< ſhall never ceaſe out of the land. And 
to rebuke the rich (who are commanded to 
open their hand wide unto them) it faith, 
they are left to prove you whether ye 
% will walk 1 in my commandments or not.. 

Upon 


— — . — re 
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Upon theſe reflections, how inſupportably ' 
diſtreſſing to the feeling mind muſt it be to 5 


hear, chat now near ten thouſand induſtri- 
ous artiſans in this metropolis are in that 


diſmal ſituation, and twice that number in 
the different manufactories in the kingdom; 


and, to augment the condemnation of the 
rich {till more for neglecting them, per- 
haps a large portion N are the real 
children of God: of whom the Lord of 
heaven and earth hath expreſsly ſaid, In 
« as much as ye did it, or did it not, unto 
the leaſt of theſe, ye did, or did it not, 
< unto me.” This text cannot, without 
blaſphemy, be applied to the Papiſts; for, 
ſuppoſing one ſingle Chriſtian ſhould be 


found among them, it is impoſſible to give 


that one a cup of cold water in ibe name 
* of a dliſciple, until he really is come out 
fin among them, and we know him to be 
a diſciple; nor is it poſſible to ſhew him 
any kindneſs, becauſe he belongs to Chriſt, 


till we are well aſſured he is actually a 


branch of that heavenly Vine. 
Now, Sir, reflect on this, and your aſ- 


ſent to the deſtruction of * neben 


in 


( 165 3 
in war, and ſay, would you have exerted 
vyourſelf as much for the oppoſite party un- 
der the ſame eircumſtances (prieſthood ex- 
cepted)? 1 fear not; elſe why an enemy 
to the giving of them the word of God ? 
And why ſo- pleaſed at the thoughts of their 
being conquered ? True philanthropyz 


which flows from the love of God, is no 


partial ſpring ; but humanity without diſ- 
cretion is a corrupt fountain that poiſons the 
ſtreams. See the proof of it in Saul with 
Agag; Ahab with Benhadad, &c. What 
principle of love to God or man could in- 
duce you to paſs by your own countrymen 
and brethren (to whom you are bound by 
the laws of feligion and nature), and under 
the name of © doing good,” aſk money 
from the children of God to feed and en- 
courage thoſe Baalitiſh prieſts of Thak 
& man of fin, and ſon of perdition, wh 


hath been revealed many centuries ? Say 
what ſcripture or reaſon can juſtify the 


atrocious deed ? Think not by filence, gr 
dropping a hint now and then, where you 
know none may anſwer you, to bury the 
tranſaction in oblivion; or by getting into 
the country to hi de yourſelf from the 

* chaſteniug 


( 1%) 


chaſtening hand of God, who hath ald, 
9 If thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they 
« cry at all unto me, I will ſurely hear 
ce their cry.” Perhaps you may think 
that text is confined to Widews and fa- 
< therlefs children: if it ſhould, how 
many of both thoſe deſcriptions are you ac- 
ceſſary to the ſtate and condition of, by 
your approbation of that un godly war for re- 
ftoring of popery, which has ſlain thouſands, 
and in a few days reduced a fine regiment 
of many hundred men to en- in; - 
and how many ſuch have you afflicted by 
publicly preaching, and begging from houſe 
to houſe for thoſe monſters of religious de- 
ceit and iniquity, while theſe are neglected 
- whoſe huſbands and parents are favagely 
torn from them to ſtand in the gap, as 
marks for the inftruments God hath raiſed 
up, evidently to fulfil his own promiſe, and 
perfect his own work in the deſtruction of 
the Seed of the Whore + therefore they 

cannot prevail. 
Surely there never was a time, x” 
England was delivered from the papal yoke, 
more needful for the ſincere humble chil- 
dre 


10% 1 
dren of God to 3 with their Father 
for the revival of his grace; to put off 
their ornaments”—to lay aſide their earthly 


delights, ©* as though they poſſeſſed not, ; 


and weep before him in ſecret for the abo- 
minations of this ſinful land: and, like the 
Ninevites, to humble themſelves; not 
with a hypocritical faſt, to afflict the poor, 
and make it a day of mirth to the rich; but 
with their real turning every one from 
s his evil way, and from the violence of 
his hands ;** only on a bare peradven- 
< ture who can tell if God will turn away 


“from his fierce anger.” Though our 


humbling cannot 8 the ſecret counſel 
of his A yet I think I am warranted, 


from that inſtance and many other ſerip- 
tures, to ſay, If the Lord's people really 


feel a godly mourning for the ſins of the 
land, and will not refrain, and in ſpecial for 
the iniquities of his profeſſing church, it is 
an evident token his deſtroying ſcourge will 
be removed, or at leaſt ſuſpended, till all 
thoſe are houſed who ſigh and cry for the 
tranſgreſſions of Iſrael : for he really is “ a 


6c nay to Iſrael; and . in all zheir af- 
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66 fiftions he is afflicted, though men bba 
| heve it not: therefore whenever he is about 
to bring deſtruction upon a nation, he either 
removes his own children from the evil to 
come, or withholds from them that ſpirit 
of godly forrow and holy wreſtling, which 
in Moſes ſo often ſtayed his ad when oe 
really was lifted up to ſtrike, But the com- 
mon, indifferent, unfeeling ſpirit with 
which moſt Chriſtians ſee and ſpeak of the 
deceit, pride, oppreſſion, and wickedneſs 
that have overſpread the church and nation, 
induces me almoſt to think the Lord hath 
{ſpoken to us as to his people of old, For 
«© three tranſgreſſions of Iſrael, and for four, 

« will not turn away the puniſhment 
<< thereof, becauſe they {old the righteous 
5 for filver, and the poor for a pair of 
„ ſhoes.” And The Lord hath ſworn 
% by the excellency of Jacob, ſurely I will 
«© never forget any of their works” — 
Hear this, O ye, that ſwallow up the 
5 needy, even to make the poor of the land 
& to fail“ Shall not the land tremble . 
4 for this, and every one mourn that dwell- 
« eth therein?“ Amos vili. 7. and iv. 8. 


* Did 


6 199 ) 


Did you, Sir, ever contemplate the an- 


gaih of mind, the trembling of heart, the 
frantic grief, and horrors of deſperation 
Which that demon waR inflicts upon many 
a widow and fatherleſs child ? You have 


been poor, and therefore ought to know 


the heart of the afflicted, though by reverſe 
of circumſtances you may now light thoſe 


who adminiſtered to your neceflitics ; ; but 


did you ever feel the tormenting pain of 


extreme hunger, the agonizing ſenſations 


of a body pining away for want, with a 
mind ſunk in hopeleſs deſpair at the meager 
viſage of famine .in wife and children! 2 
Think not theſe ſhades too ſtrong for living 
features: in Aſia T have ſeen them in all 
their inexpreſſible g gloom; where that ſpirit 
in man, which. pants after the duſt of 
„the earth upon the head of the poor, and 
© turns aſide the way of the meck,” cre- 


ated a famine heaven made not, wherein 


more than two millions periſhed, There I 
faw the ſlain by hunger, lie in the roads un- 
buried, ſo numerous, that I counted four 
or five and twenty within the ſpace of about 
one hundred yards. And the many diſmal 

ſcenes 
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ſcenes produced by the Europeans? avarici- 
ous thirſt for gain, are much too ſhocking 
to relate. Perhaps you, whoſe heart has Wan 
ſhut againſt ſome of your poor brethren and 
countrymen, though open to thoſe Romiſh 
blood- ſuckers, may ſhudder to hear that at 
mid-day, in the public ſtreets of Mongheer 
(a populous town in India) hunger 295 
compelled a man and a dog to „ for a 
meal on human fleſh, and both to feed at 
the ſame inſtant on the two extremities of 
a putrid corpſe, each jealous of the other 
leſt he ſhould conſume the whole, or ſeize 
upon his opponent as his conquered prey. 

The next time you fit down to a feaſt 
with your fourteen friends, let them, in- 
ſtead of venting their indignation againſt a 


man who is moſt ſincerely your friend, but 


counted“ your enemy becauſe J tell you the 
66 truth,” figure to themſelves ſome of thoſe 
ſtarving poor, you have injured for the Pa- 
piſts, clandeſtinely coming in, and each 
taking the viand that cometh firſt to hand, 
devour it with the ferocity of famine z could 
you reprove or expoſtulate with them, 
when their hungry aſpe& confirmed their 
aſſertion, 


n 
aſſertion, that they had not taſted food for 
fo many days? (you know the law of God 
and man warrant the act) and if you did, 
what would it avail ? might they not re- 


ply, If you execute the law againſt us we 


can but die, and if we have no food we are 
| fare to die. The common ſubterfuge of 


the proud unfeeling rich, is“ Go to 1 


cc pariſh.” And 1 brutiſh church- 
wardens have repulſed the poor with, * You 
are able to go a thieving, I ſhall give you 
% nothing.” What can thoſe pariſhes do, 


whoſe poor are more numerous than the 


taxed inhabitants? And if the poor aſk relief 


in other pariſhes, a priſon is their reward; 
though you was not aſhamed to aſk ſome 
of various pariſhes to uphold thoſe curſed 
of God, ** whoſe coming is after the work- 
ing of Satan, with all power, and ſigns, 
% and lying wonders, and with all deceiv- 
e ableneſs of unrighteouſneſs;“ therefore 
«© God hath ſent them ſtrong deluſions that 
they ſhould Ne a he, that they all 
„ might be damned who believe not the 
truth, but have pleaſure in unrighteouſ- 
ele: and now their cup of 1 iniquity: ap- 
6 | | | Pears 
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pears to be full, he hath given them to te 
deſtroying weapons of his indignation. But 
they, like their father the devil, will 
never loſe ſight. of their one object, viz. to 
poiſon and enſnare ſouls. Since the ſubje& 
has been in print, I have had ſeveral au- 
thentic informations that they take every 
opportunity to inject into ſimple minds this 
| horrid faſcinating lie, vizz 5 If you die out 
© of the Romiſb " chaviek you are ſurè to be 
* damned ; and nothing can reſcue you 
“ from hell.” And my heart bleeds to 
find they have ſo far prevailed, that ſome 
Engliſh Proteſtants, through familiarity 
with them, do now preach the ſame ac- - 
curſed doctrine. For it being ſo near the 
truth, that the change of only one word 
would make it a real ſcripture doctrine, it 
is an enſnating bait, and too often ſwallow= 
ed by unwary ſouls. Does not this prove 
the wiſdom of God, and diſplay the pater- 
nal care of our heavenly Father, in His pos 
ſitive commands to his own people to have 
no communion whatever with idolaters ? 
Not, even to receive them in our houſes, of 


ſuffer them to dwell in our land, leſt they 
| make 


make us ſin againſt him. O, Sir, how will 
you anſwer that finful betraying of your 
_ maſter's cauſe, and perverſe rebellion againſt 
his plain commands ? Beware of that 1 55 
of the ſoul, a mental reſerve;” and if 
conſcience declares you guilty, be not a- 
fraid, nor aſhamed to humble yourſelf be- i 
fore the Lord; but give glory to God by 4 
an open dealaration = your error from that | 
pulpit which in that inſtance you defiled: =—_ 
delay not; but make it a ſpecial point ſpeedily | 
to recall your miſtake, before the ſpirit of 
God write upon your conſcience, ” . Tip 
60 hand of the Lord is gone out againſt you.“ 
And as ſome compeoſation to thoſe you 
have injured, boldly ſtand forth the ſolicitor 
for your poor ſtarving brethren in Spital- 
fields, and 2 for, though all ſee 
their wretchedneſs, none as yet _ be- 
come their patron; becauſe ſo much has 
been gathered for the Romiſh prieſts, that 
every liberal purſe appears to be quite 
drained. Fifty thouſand pounds collected in 
donations for a people accurſed of God 
(who, I ſince find, were offered fifty pounds 
= a year in their own country if they would 


5 but 


N 
but relinquiſh the Pope), and not a doit * 5 
the poor, induſtrious, ſtarving diſciples of 
Chriſt. A pretty account to give in at the 
day of judgment! Surely ſuch donors will 
be forward to ſay, ** Lord, Lord, open to 


59 


ce us;” and boaſting in a lie, like hypocri- 
tical Saul, ſay, I have performed the com- 
W. © mandment of the Lord.” —— But who 
1 required this at your hands, Reverend 
1 Sir? Did God, or man? Or was it your 
attachment to men of the gown? Remem- 
ber a public ſin demands a public recanta- 

tion; and private compunction is an inſuf- 
ficient plaiſter for a public wound: for 

your example has been banefully influ- 
ential ; inſomuch that many, who ab- 
horred the idea of contributing to thoſe ido- of 
latrous enemies of Chriſt, . have, through 
your miſguiding, reſiſted the voice of God 
in his word, and their own conſcience, 
which they confeſs ſmote them when they 
gave at your requeſt ; but ſay, They 
were ſolely induced to it from the ſuppo- 
« ſition that Mr. Romaine muſt know bet- 
<« ter than they what was right, and could 
| K not lead them wrong.“ "Rad ſome as 


ſtrongly 


Ens!) 


firongly attached to you, by Chriſtian fore, 


as man can be to man, to quiet their con- 


ſcience on that unfortunate occaſion, ſaid 


ed to my ſoul.” And ſome, who by the 


thus to themſelves, * * do not give this to | 
the Papiſts, but entirely out of reſpect to 


% Mr. Romaine, becauſe he has been bleſſ- 


| warmth of their zeal have been ready (had 


an opportunity offered) to obey the divine 
command, Deſtroy their altars, cut down 


* their groves, and burn their a graven 
cc images with fire, have, through your 

ſhameful example, been ſo familiar with 
thoſe worſhippers of Baal as to aſſiſt them 


+ 


in ſome of their {ſy erſtitious implements 
uſed in their idolatrous worſhip. O, the 
wiſdom and love of our heavenly Father in 
giving us that divine command! © They 


97 [ball not dwell in thy land, left they make 


(e thee ſin againf ne. Reflect ON the ſup- 


poſition that ſome poor ſimple ſoul ſhould 


embrace their idolatry under the idea that 
they are right, becauſe you, the miniſter of 


Chriſt, elk them (which they now 


have as an argument), may not that ſoul, 


if loſt, juſtly, though bitterly, curſe you 


for 


: 
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for their deceiving in outer darkneſs and 
deſpair, through all eternity. My ſoul ſin- 
cerely mourns for you in ſecret; and there- 
fore, Whether you will hear, or whether 
« you will forbear, 1 have, as far as I am 
enabled, written unto you the whole coun- 
ſel of God in this matter: and the word 
ſays, He that hateth reproof is brutiſh.” 
I with you and all that favour their being 
here would read attentively the thinoenth 
chapter of Deuteronomy, and the. ſeven-. 
teenth to the ſeventh. verſe: and for con- 
cluſion 1 give you this one text more to 
meditate upon, Mal. ii. 8, 9. Ve are de- 
© parted out of the way: ye have cauſed 
« many to ſtumble at the law : ye have 
<6 corrupted the covenant of Levi, faith 
the Lord of hoſts: : therefore have I alſo 
made you contemptible and baſe before | 
all the people.” 
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After the firſt edition was publiſh- . 
ed there appeared an advertiſement for con- 
tributions to ſend them out of the land. 
Query, Do the conduQtors thereof bind 
themſelves by any obligation to get them 
out 
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out by any certain period? Or is it only a 


fetch to blind the public, and ſtrain every / 
nerve to foſter them here? for I find mul- 
titudes think with me, they will not be ſo 
eaſily got out as they came in. A ſtriking 


proof of this I could give, if I was at liberty 
to relate the experiment made with ſome of ; 


them by a certain great man. 


THE END. 


"ERRATA. DS. OY 
Page q, line g, for in one night, read at one time. 
n= 47, — 23, for palatable, read plauſible. - 


In page 13 an inaccuracy occurs in the note, from being b about 
his text; which was not the ſecond verſe, but the fixteenth. The miſtake aroſe 
to the perſon who told me, by his frequent uſe of the ſecond erſe, and the great 


| fireſs he laid on that command, ©« to entertain firangers.” But the ſixteenth 


verſe is as inapplicable to that purpoſe : and it becomes every man whe enforces 
that precept, firſt to prove that the ſubje& he wants us to coutribute to is really 
and unequivocally . doing that good with which God is well pleaſed: for I 


have myſelf heard that and other goſpel precepts enforced from pulpits to ſerve a 


carnal * 
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